














THE OLDEN TIME. 





“VOL. 2. NOVEMBER, 1847. NO. 11 








GEN: BUTLER’S JOURNAL, CONTINUED. 


Monday, Nov. 14th. 


This day the Commissioners wrote a letter to the Magistrates of Lime- 
stone, Jefferson, Fayette and Nelson counties, by Capt. Bullock, Jr., re- 
questing their assistance to detect the thieves which three days ago stole 
Runtandy’s and his people’s horses: We took great pains to ascertain 
whether these horses had passed down the Ohio, which Mr. Boggs took 
the trouble to determine, by going with the Indian to Lochrey’s Creek, 
where the tracks were plain, going in on the north and out on the south 
side of the Ohio, heading to the settlements. 

I find we are infested by scoundrels who not only steal the horses of 
the Indians under our protection, but sell liquor contrary to orders to the 
soldiers, and who seem to be more unruly and unprincipled than the 
savages, and who wish to frustrate the treaty. 


Tuesday, Nov. 15th. 
This day went down the river in company with Gen. Parsons to the 
cane brake, seven miles below this post; found it very beautiful, cut a 
great deal and returned in the evening. 
After dusk Maj. Finney was informed by Serjeant Wilcocks that some 


fellows were going off with a canoe, and some of the soldiers with can- 


teens, supposed to buy liquor. This practice seems to be frequent, as the 
soldiers are found frequently drunk, though they have no visible mode 
but this to obtain it. The Major had-three of them with one soldier con- 
fined for further inquiry. 

The weather is still fine. Yesterday the two men who had been em- 
ployed in hauling stone, &c., went home after receiving their pay, the 
one eighteen and the other thirteen dollars. 
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the provisions very good, and in great plenty. 

















Wednesday, Nov. 6th, 


Rained through the last night and this morning which continued til] 
twelve o’clock, when it cleared up and dispelled all the smoke with 
which the atmosphere has been crowded for near a month past. 

It has been found, on the examination of the men who were confined 
last night, that McInear has been selling liquor to the soldiers. They 
were all released with orders on the one side and promises on the other, 
that no more such conduct be pursued. 

This evening Maj. Finney got into his house, on which the Commis- 
sioners and officers were invited to a dance and house-warming—every 
thing very quiet and going on well—the Commissioners had an overhaul 


of some beef, which was foundjvery good, and fresh pickle added to it; 








Thursday, Nov. 17th, 


The Wyandot Chief now expecting the Indian nations to collect, pro- 
posed to remove his camp to the banks of the Miamis, about three miles 
Nortlt of our post, which we approved of as a proper place for the In- 


dians to encamp at generally. General Parsons and myself, with some 
of the gentlemen took a walk to the place to view it, and think it a 


very good position, and they will be neither too near or’ too far off to at- 
pend to the business, or disturb the garrison. On examining the ground 
in the point under the highlands, find an excellent body of fine land | 
well situated fora town, but rather too far off the river Ohio, which cans | 
| 
| 
} 
! 
| 





not be remedied, as a great body of the low land overflows to a great 
height on the trees, nearly to 14 feet in most places. 1 observe the Mi- 
ama is a very fine, and will be.a useful river, as it has a great deal of 
good water, at almost all seasons ; but the bed being broad it is generally 
shallow, but this may be helped as the bottom is not very, or generally, 
rocky, but gravelly, and by throwing a curtain of rocks, starting down | 
the river on one or both sides of a shoal, so as to collect the water to a | 
focus, whereby a channel fit to take up boats may be made, this will con- 
tinue always good with a smal! annual repair after the spring freshes, | 
and will render the boat navigation of this and all other streams of a sifn- 
ilar kind useful at all seasons—as in low water it will be practicable, 


and in high water easy and certain. 


Friday, Nov. 18th. 

This morning about 9 o’clock came in the Wyandot India who went 
out with Messrs. Elliott and Rinken with a letter dated the 17th insti; 
informing that 50 Wyandots, 10 Delawates and 10 Shawanese were om 
their way to the treaty, and that the Big Cat, a chief of the Delawares; 
had gone.to bring on the Miamis and others, who had been stopped by 
their own fears and the advice of the British emissaries, on their way to 
the treaty ; also that the Council Door, a chief of the Delawares, is gone 
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to the White River, to bring on the tribes from that quarter, which they 
expect will attend, they request that some flour and other stores be sent 
to meet the party, which the Commissioners ordered, and directed Mr, 
Boggs to call on the storekeeper and Commissioners for the same, and 
send the Indians back with all possible dispatch, to meet those on their 
way. - This done, Gens, Clarke, Parsons, Major Finney and myself cros- 
sed the Ohio opposite the mouth of the Miama, iu search of an Indian 
fort, which Gen. C. informed us of, but after climbing the hilland search- 
ing a long time without making any other discovery than a body of very 
rich but broken land, we returned to the fort, using a sail only on the 
boat, which run up in a very short time, and with great ease, though the 
wind was very light. 





Saturday, Nov. 19th. 


This day two boats passed, bound to the falls, no letters, they stopped 
but a short time and told us that Gen. Scott and several others had put in 
at Limestone, from whence they would cross the country to Lexington 
and other settlements to which they are bound, in this fleet I am told 
is 13 large boats with families, slaves, cattle. horses, &c., one among 
many proofs of the great emigration from the old tothe new world, with 
whieh all people seem not only pleased but delighted—I went out with 
my gun to examine the bottom between the Ohio and Miama more fully 
than I had done before—l find a great body of the low land which over- 
flows, will make good corn and pasture fields, and is not injured by the 
floods, which may still be improved by preserving the timber on the riv- 
ers and banking, and that there is an excellent piece of ground for a 
town near the hills, which never is flooded, The hills will not only af- 
ford timber and stone for building, but is in most places fit for fields, or- 
chards .and gardens, most delightfully situated, the town may be suffi- 
ciently near the two rivers, to add beauty tothem, and be delighted with 
the majesty and elegance of their meandering currents. [I also find that 
the land is very fine along the Ohio for about one mile, to the first nar- 
rows and to the foot, and many places to the top of the ridges which are 
all covered with fine ash, walnut, oak, hickory, vines, and other rich 
timber. 

This evening Runtandees’ wife came to camp, and told us that the 
young men and chiefs had opened the kegs of rum sent to the people 
who are on their way to this place, and that they were very drunk, and 
had been fighting among themselves ; it being late, could send no person 
out to examine this matter. 




































































Sunday, Nov. 20th. 

This morning sent Messrs. Boggs and Zane to the Indian camp to see 
how matters stood, in about two hours they returned with two of the 
young Indians and one of the small kegs which they had drank half out, 
praying we would fill it again, as they were afraid to go to the chiefs 
without what they had been sent for, and they were sorry they had broke 
trust, we ordered the keg filled up, and sent them off with injunctions to 
do so no more, which they promised and set out. This morning Gen. 
Parsons moved to his own tent, and after sunset it began to snow smartly 
and continued almost all night, this is the first real stroke of the winter 
we have had. We were this day‘informed by people from the station, 
that the inhabitants of the Lexington and other settlements had blazed 
a road to the Big Bone Lick, agreeable to the proposition of Capt. John- 
ston, of October 30th approved and recommended by Gen. C. and myself. 


Monday, Nov. 21, 

The appearance of the country is now quite changed, yesterday we had 
a dusky brown and heie and there bunches of green yet unfaded, but 
now all is white, being covered with a wet snow, which shows us a pic- 
ture of winter more to be dreaded than pleosed with in our situation, 
being myself 700 miles from my home and no certainty which way I 
may be able to get there, no peace being yet concluded with the Indians, 
and an apparent tardiness among them about the matter, however, a few 
days will determine, and put it in our power to return by land or oblige 
us to take the route of the Mississippi, which must be our dernier resort. 
Kerlin and another man come from the station with four horses to draw 
in the stuff for a Council house—about 11 o’clock the clouds broke and 
the sun shone out warm, which gives hope of a moderate winter; the 
troops have got their chimneys and berths up, and begin to enjoy tha 
sweets of their Jahors, as in bad weather, they can lay by in ease, com- 
fort and plenty, and their fuel is close at hand. Nonews from any quar- 
ter, which causes me to set high value on society, for although there is 
several gentlemen at this place, yet converse soon runs out for want of 
the pleasure of variety, which naturally arises from a diverse company 


_ of ladies and gentlemen, which is always a fund of pleasure and useful 


knowledge which fills up the blanks of life. 


Tuesday, Nov, 22d. 

I have been much troubled with excessive pain in my face and jaws 
for two nights past, which has prevented sleep, my eyes feel debilitated 
by it and I feel a return of pain—the weather like for snow—the troops 
going to raise the cvuncil-house, got a few rounds on the foundation, 
nothing of consequenee this day, except that General Parsons was re- 
quested by the Commissioners to draw up regulations to be observed du- 
ring the treaty, which was read and approved, with some alterations, 
which the secretary was directed to make. 
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Wednesday, Nov. 23d. 

John Boggs, Esq., the principal messenger to the Indians, was sent 
to Sappington’s station, five miles down the Ohio, with one of the regula- 
tions, to be put up for: the government of all persons who may attend at 
the treaty, and to purchase vegetables—the council-house ready for thie 
claboards being put on; still snowing a little and very winter-like~—no 
news to-day. 

Thursday, Nov. 24th. 

This morning part of the boards were put on the council-house roof, 
and the troops set to clean out the fort, which was done about 12 o’clock ; 
there not being a sufficient quantity of boards to complete the roof, men 
were sent to make them—our mess-tent in very bad order, only one 
chimney, that bad, and no floor ; another chimney begun; the weather 
very like to snow ; still spitting a little; our wagoners have lost their 
horses. I am not a little surprized at the uniform neglect of Mr. Mont- 
gomery, and a determinate resolution to do no one thing which might 
make him either useful or agreeable—he was yesterday ordered to go 
down to the station to put up the proclamation, and to purchase some 
vegetables; the latter he refused, alledging that he did not know how to 
market, on which [ recollected a private conversation between him and 
Mr. Campbell, the secretary, the previous evening, in which Mr. Mont- 
gomery inveighed against the proclamation, and declared, that if he had 
a mind to trade at this place, he would not pay the least attention to any 
regulations we might make ; on which Mr. Campbell told him it was in 
the power of the Commissioners to punish him, as they were authorized 
to make regulations by Congress, for the government of all whoattend ; 
that as this place is not within the jurisdiction of any one State, he would 
be obliged to, or be forced away ; on which he swore he would blow the 
rains of the Commissioners out and sue their estate for damages, if his 
property suffered, or was detained, or himself prevented from dealing. 
In consequence of which conversation I thought him a very unfit person 
to send, and directed Mr. Boggs to do the duty ; in truth he isa very 
imprudent young man, and unfit for any employ in which he has been 
engaged in the service of the Commissioners. 

This day the Commissioners and their officers dined with Mr. Finney; 
while at dinner Messrs. Elliott and Winham arrived, with the half-King 
and Crnae of the Wyandotts; the Pipe, White Eyes, and Abraham, of 
the Delawares, John Harris and of the Shawanese, all of whom 
expressad great joy at seeing us, and informed us that the Council Door, 
the Big Cat, and ~———— of the Delawares, Berry or Lopchie, and 
of the Shawnese, and others, were gone to bring in the west- 
ern tribes, and that they expected a great number to attend the treaty— 
that the western tribes were on their way, but were turned by the influ 
ence of the British emissaries ; however, they have no doubt but many 
will come, notwithstanding every endeavor is made by those persons to 
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prevent them. The Shawnese tell me that the Shawneeman, called 
Wawiacammie, or Buffalo, was prompted by one Robert Suphlet, cousin 
toMr. M’Kee, the British agent, to come to this post, to take a prisoner, | 
and that Suphlet came half-way between Shawnee towns and this place, | 
to wait till he, Wawiacammie, would return, but instead of performing | 
this business, he come to the Commissioners (having first met Messrs. | 


Elliott and Rinken,) and instead of returning hostilely disposed, was | 
converted to afriend by the difference of treatment he received from | 


“what he expected, and Suphlet had to return as he came—the messen- | 
gers and Indians both agree that Girty and others are in the Shawnee 
towns using every persuasion in their power to stop the Indians from 
coming, but from present appearances I expect a great number of them | 
—treated the whole of the Indians with great civility, which made them | 
cheerful and happy. 

Friday, Nov. 25th. 

I found myself very ill through the night, with the pain in my jaws 
and teeth, lost sleep and had to lay long. I thought it requisite for the 
commissioners to have a report from the messengers, Messrs. Elliot and 
Rinken of their progress while out, with their remarks and opinions res- 








pecting the attendance of the Shawnese and other western nations which || 


I directed them to make out—also to have a conference with the old 
chiefs of the Delawares and Wyandotts, in presence of the two young 
Shawneemen, John Harris and —————; the whole met in my tent; 
present Generals Clarke, Parsons and myself; my colleagues requested 
that I would deliver our speech, to which I consented—I informed him 
in the name of the United States. that we were pleased to see them the 
first to meet us at our new council-fire ; and that they had bronght with 
them their young brothers and grand-children, the Shawnese, that it con- 
vinced ye of their intention to adhere to the principles of the last treaty, 


concluded between the United States and their nations. I thanked them |} 


for the friendship to our messengers, their care and industry in endeay- 
oring to diffuse the speeches, and to bring in the western tribes to the 
treaty, which we have found they have neatly done. I then exhorted 
the Shawnese ‘to go hack to their people, and let them know what they 
have seen, to tell them that there has been four messengers sent, and that 
they had war and peace to look at, and choose from that; this is the last 
we shall say to them, and they may do as they think proper, but let us 
have an answer speedily as possible, but to take care which they choose. 
The young men spoke very well, and acknowledge they have been im- 
posed on with lies, and that they will return and inform their nation, and 
desire ‘kom to rise up and come. That they believe our intentions are 
good ; the whole ended very amicably, and the council broke up. About 
dusk one Captain Howel arrived from the falls of Ohio, on his way to 
Fort Pitt, sent the secretary to request him to dine with us to-morrow. 

















One Col: Potisar who has been sent by order of court to make a road | 
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from Lexington to this post, made a requisition of some provisions to serve 
him on his way in, to which the Commissioners agreed, and ordered him 
one hundred gross of flour, fifty pounds of salt beef and three gallons 
spirits. 

Sat up and wrote a continuation to a letter of the 10th inst., to the 
President of Congress. The weather generally clear at night, and 
snowy in the morning. Had old Wingenum to sleep in my tent, who 
I find to be a manly, sensible fellow, who seems to have just ideas of 
things in general, he seems quite happy to find his nation has land to live 
on, and pities the Shawnese and other nations who still seem to be under 
the British influence, and determined to bear not only their rights, but to 
kiss a rod that must not only whip them to death, but embrace even the 
smart. 


Saturday, Nov. 26th. 
Copied the continuation of the letter to Congress, received the report 

in writing and the answers to the messages by Messrs. Rinken & Elliott, 
with their journals, the answers seem to couvince me that these wretches 
are entirely under the influence of British agents, who will lead them to 
destruction, and I have reason to think they have no manner of intention 
of coming to the treaty, which may prevent the more westerly tribes 
notwithstanding the endeavors of the Wyandotts and Delawares. Capt. 
Howell and Boggs dined with us , one Mr. , their companion, took 
the ague just as dinner was put onthe table. The Commissioners had a 
suit of good clothes given to the half-King, the Crane, the Pipe, Win- 
genum, White Eyes, old Abram, and the two Shawnees; in the evening 
had a long conversation with John Harris and Micanimsica or Mr, Wap- 
an, a Shawnee, in which I was very explicit in telling them the influ- 
ence they are under, and their real situation, and that they may just do) 
as they please, as to coming to the treaty. That if they do not come 
they will be the first who will be sorry, and 'the first to feel the smart of 
it, they said if I would send word by them they would certainly come ; 
Itold him I did not think so, that they had promised Messrs. Lowry and 
Boggs last year to come and had disappointed both him and us—that 
they had had four invitations, and I would give no more, which seemed 
to affect their feelings very much, so we parted. 





Sunday Nov. 27th. 

This morning Captain Howell left this place for Fort Pitt, by him 
General Clarke and myself wrote to the President of Congress, and one 
letter ef the 10th, and an addition of this date. I wrote to Mrs. Butler, 
Col. W. Butler, and Capt. O’Hara, The Wyandotts, Delawares, and 
Shawnese arrived at the encamping place. The half-King come in with 
a few others tosee us, and informed us that the whole would visit us to- 
morrow ; parted in very good humor, being much pleased with his re- 
ception and treatment, as are the Delawares also. 
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| - L have been very ill this morning with pain in the side of my face and 
| head, which distresses me very much. About 11 o’clock came in a 
|| messenger, to inform the Commissioners that the Wyandotts apd Dela-, 
wares were coming in, in ferm, and would salute them, on which Major 
Finney was directed to have twelve men ready to return the salute, with 
three rounds. The little etiquette of receiving such people being ar- 
ranged, such as pipes, tobacco, and a dram, as soon as they were seated 
|| they were served with a dram round—after some time General Parsons 
and myself attended to speak to them with the secretary, the command- 


| 
| 
| Monday, Nov, 28th. 
| 


Parsons read the following speech to the Wyandotts and Delawares: 

“We are giad to see you the first at the council fire of the United 

States, it is a proof of your good intontions and determination to hold fast 
that chain of friendship which binds the United States and you together. 
We are glad to find by the reports of our messengers, that you have 
given both advice and assistance to bring the other western tribes of In- 
dians to the same way of thinking with yourselves, we hope it will be 
effectual, and that they will listen to the voice of proffered peace, and 
|| consnit their futute interest ; we advise you as brothers to aontinue your 
erideavors in the good work. We are pleased to see the Shawnese and 
| sxpect they will return to their people convinced of the falsehoods which 
|| have been propagated amongst them, by persons who are enemies to them 
| and the United States, and that they now see the United States are 
| ready to grant them peace, and have opened their arms to receive them 
|| into protection.” 
This speech. being delivered, a small refreshment was ordered, and the 
| Commissioners retired. ‘The Indians went to their encampment to drink 
| it, except two Shawnese and their women, who remained at the council- 
|| house. We had the flag of the United States set up over the east door; 
|| just as we were in council, one Major Taylor arid some families and 
|| stock arrived, on their way to I received by this gentleman 
|| a letter from Captain Pierce Butler from Lexington. 


| Tuesday, Nov. 29th. 

||  Lspent this day chiefly conversing with the Shawnee Indians, men 
! and women, advising them to be as merciful to their fellows, as the Uni- 
| ted States are disposed to be, 

t Wednesday, Nov. 30th. 

} This day had a conversation with the half-King and the Crane; two 
| 








chiefs of the Wyandotts in General Clark’s tent, present, Gen. Clarke 
and myself; General Parsons having walked out, he was not present till 
the close of the conversation, when he was informed of the whole. The 
| first was about Mr. Zane’s horses, who they say was killed by the Min- 
| go-men, we desired them to tell the men who had two of the horses to 
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ing officer anid other officers also attended ; the whole being seated, Gen. | 
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give them up, for the benefit of the heirs of Mr. Zane, which they said 
they would do; we then told them that we had agreed to wait fifteen 
days for the determinate answer of the Shawnese, and. that we advised 
him to let the young men go to hunting some distance off, for that time, 
but to leave word where they can be. found at the shortest notice ; that 
if we had not an answer affirming the coming in of the Shawnese, &c., 
we would call them together, and talk to them and the Delawares, and 
then return home, which he said was right. 

In the evening the Shawnee men and women came to my tent, where 
General Parsons also came ; we related to them the message which we 
sent by them and made John Harris repeat it, that we might be certain 
he understood us, which he did very satisfactorily. We also told them, 


| as the more westerly tribes were stopped by them, when on their way 


to meet us, they must send or bring them along, that if they sent 
us word they were really on their way, within that time, we would wait 
their arrival, and would also wait the coming of the other nations, even 
longer if we were certain of their coming. We also informed the 
Shawnese that we were here to give them peace on proper terms, that 
we have kept them from being struck hitherto, but if we did not hear 
from them, being determined to attend, they must blame themselves for 
future consequences, which we took some pains to explain to them, and 
seemed to have weight. 

During our conversation, General Clarke sent in to us a private letter, 
from Mr. Croghan of Louisville, which arrived by Captain Howell, on 
Saturday, the 26th inst.. of which I took a copy. What he meant by 
detaining this letter so long and shewing it at fhis time, I am at a loss to 
say, especially as we had heard the matter respecting the conduct of the 
Indiatis at St. Vincents, Bear-Grass, and Boon’s, long since; in truth 
though he has always been consulted on every public measure, and 
none adopted without his concurrence, there has appeared a mysterious 
something in his conduct, which I cannot comprehend, or am I certain he 
can comprehend it himself, as I cannot remember a single proposition of 
his, which has not been either agreed to, or himself convinced of its 
being improper, but he is very modest, and makes but few. 

We made the Shawnese, both men and women, a small present of clo- 
thing, and treated them in other respects with ease, in order to clear up 
their doubts and fears of our intentions of confining them, which had 
been very industriously reported by the British emissaries we should do, 
in order to keep them from coming to treat with us, as on their, coming 
depended the coming of the more weste rly tribes: this we thought best, 
as the wiping off of prejudices, is less difficult and expensive, than ma- 
king war, in the present situation of our public affait's, and state of finan- 
ces, ’ 

This evening came in the Buffalo or Wawiacammie, who left us.the 
31st of October ; he came for a keg of rum which .Runtandie paid\him 
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for a horse, and he had hid on the way home to the towns. The Shaw- 
nese all propose going off to-morrow in all haste, to tell their people 
what has been said, and to hurry them to the treaty. 


We the Commissioners called on John Harris, and reported to him all 
we had said to him respecting the Shawnese, and desired that he would 
be particular in telling their head men, that they had stopped the western 
tribos when on their way to the treaty, and that it now lay with them to 
bring them in, which we desired they would not on any account neglect ; 
that we would wait their determination fifteen days, that if they sent us 
word they were actually determined to come, and on their way we would 
wait their arrival, and that if the other nations would come, we would 
wait their coming also; but if we did not hear from them in the fifteen 
days, we should go away, and they must blame themselves for future 
consequences. I had several private conversations with them, in which | 
I convinecd them I am well acquainted with their past and present situa- 
tion. I also conversed with their women, and told them if their men did | 
not bring in our prisoners and receive peace, now it is offered ; they must 








blame them for all the distress which must inevitably fall on them, of | 
which they seemed perfectly convinced, and wished much that matters | 


may be settled; we gave to each a suit of clothes and some little presents 
of silver, which pleased them much. I observed that the Buffalo did not 
seem so much the man of consequence as he had'assumed when here 
before, but rather ashamed of some reports he had made in the towns. 


We gave him nothing. From every judgment I can form, am of opinion | 


the Shawnese will come \in, and if they take proper measures, (which 
they promise to do,) the other nations will come in also. 


These people have been very careful and sober since, here they have | 


also been’ very inquisitive on many points, which I have candidly in- 
formed them of. 


Thursday, Dec. \et. 











| 


| 


1} 
} 


i) 





This mortting two Shawnese set off for their towns, with Fanny, the | 


. grenadier’s ‘daughter in company. I informed the Pipe,and Winganum | 
of the Delawares, that we would wait fifteen days for the answer of the | 


Shawnese, and recommended for their young men and the Wyandots to 


go out and: hunt till we called them in, which they approved of, the | 


Wyandots have been drinking, therefore could say nothing to them. 
@ne Sherlock and Doleman having offered’ some information to the Com- 


missioners some days-ago, and were directed to take their time and con- | 


sider matters fully ; were preparing to goto the Shawnee towns with 
the Indians and again proposed giving in’ the information which they 


thought affected the interests*of the United States. The Commissioners | 


ordered Mr.:Campbell, the Seeretary, to qualify “them and take their | 
depositions on oath, all'of which was done, and is entered on the public | 


books, ef which there is a copy among my papers. 



























































About three o’clock arrived one Mr. Jones and Mr. M’Carty, on their 
way to the falls of the Ohio, with some goods and stores; they informed 
us of the death of the Hon. Mr. Hardy, a member of Congress from 
Virginia, a gentleman of great worth and merit ; they tell us also that 
the Legislature of Virginia generally, are for admitting the separation of 
Kentucky. 








Friday, Dec. 2d. 


Matters being in dubio for fifieen days, the Commissioners think they 
may with propriety visit the falls of the Ohio, and return within that 
time. They told the Wyandots that their young people may go to hunt 
for thattime. Ordered them some powder, lead, and clothing. 


The old men seem all pleased, and think matters are going on well. 
Directed Mr. Hulin to trim the barge for the voyage ; lent Major Pin- 
ney — yds, of white half-thick to make overalls for the troops, which 
he is to replace. 

Twomen come from Danville to look for their children, whom we ad- 
vised to go home, and that every care would be taken to get all the pris- 
oners from the Indians, and have them publicly advertised through the 
country, that their friends may get them easily, and told them they 
would be clothed, and provisioned, till their friends could obtain them ; 
things being thus situated, ordered provisions to be got ready for the trip 
to the falls, which was done. 

I gave both the Delawares and Wyandots particular directions to try to 
hunt up the cattle, and if they could not drive them home, to drive them 
near the river and kill them,and we would send for the meat by boats, 
which they promised to do. 

The Wyandots have killed two of our cattle already, without leave, 
on their arrival at their camp. 


Saturday, Dec. 3d. 


The weather began yesterday to cloud over, and onthe last. night 
rained very hard, which was accompanied with very severe lightning 
and thunder, one clap of thunder shook the beds, and the very ground 
seemed agitated by it. The rain still continues. About nine o’clock a 
boat bound to the falls of Ohio passed, they say they left Capt. O’Harra’s 
boat at Wheeling, that she had stranded about Little Beaver creek, and 


to lighten her, some other boats which were in the creek, brought part of | 


her loading to Limestone, at which place they put in to cross the coun- 
try towards Lexington ; this in my opinion bids fair for a good situation 
for a town, it being as near to the heart of the Kentucky settlements, as 
the falls, which saves the travel of near 250 miles, by water to all the 
families bound from Fort Pitt, to that country. 


To-day the Wyandots came in to know when it will be convenient to 


let them have the presents which we have told them we intend making | 
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them. We told them the articles would be ready to-morrow; gave them || 
some drink and they went to their camps; weather wet and cold. Hav- 
ing determined, in the recess of business, to pay a visit to the falls of 


| 
Ohio, directed every thing to be got ready for the voyage. | 
Sunday, Dec. 4th. | 


This morning being very dark and rainy, and the Wyandots having | 
come in to receive their presents, had the articles carried to the council- | 
house, where every thing was arranged for their men, women and chil- | 
dren, separately, they were regularly delivered. | 





Formal leave taken of the chiefs, who we told not to be uneasy for our 
absence, as we would be home in a few days, and that should any In- 
dians come in, to inform them so, and apply to Mr. Boggs for provisions, | 
who had orders to supply them, the day having cleared a little, we | 
agreed to set out; had provisions got on board, and went about eight | 


miles. 
Monday, Dec. 5th. 


The weather having cleared, got to be very cold in the night ; set out | 
at day light,and pushed on till 12 o’clock, when we put in to dine; saw 
no game; after dinner passed on till evening ; saw one Miller, belonging | 
to one Saunders a hunter, whose party had killed three thousand pounds | 
of buffalo beef; passed them to a point above a small island, about nine 
miles above the mouth of Kentucky; found it a bad landing on the 
south side, therefore encamped on the north side. I find the country 
very fine, several small creeks falling into the river on both sides the 
Ohio. Though much has already been said on the excellence of this 
delightful country, yet I find no man can pass without acknowledging the 


justice ef every praise or encomium. 
Tuesday, Dec. 6th. 


This morning being more moderate than yesterday, we set out before 
day; all very well; pushed on about four miles to a large sand bar, 
where we found a large boat stranded; just below her found some of 
the people on the north shore, with two canoes unloading the large boat, 
which they expected to complete by 10 o’clock; went on about three 
miles, where we put to shore and killed four fine turkeys, pushed to the 
mouth of Kentucky; nine o’clock put in below the mouth to breakfast ; 
I examined the bottom, found it extensive and good to the little Kentucky, 
about one and a quarter miles. ‘The upper and lower sides of the mouth 
of big Kentucky, are good and advantageous situations fortowns. This 
river is about 140 yards wide, boatable seventy miles and sometimes 
more, The lands said to be generally very fine and selling fast, and lam 
of opinion will be good places of business, in a short time. Pushed on 
to within twelve miles of the eighteen mile Island, above the falls of 
Ohio, and encamped on a high bank, which we call camp Comfortable, 
as we had good fine tents, well pitched, on good ground, roasted and 
boiled our turkeys, and supped very well; the country began here to be 











more level, the bottoms more extensive, and hills or rises very beautiful. | 
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Wednesday, Dec. 7th. 

Sailed this morning two hours before day; all very well; the weather 
moderate, and wind down stream; Pushed on to the middle of the 
eighteen mile island, and put in on the west shore, where shaved and 
breakfasted. This is a fine Island; about four miles below this Island, 
comes in the fourteen mile creek, at which General Clarke's regiment’s 
lands begin. On this creek isa fine salt spring, about two miles up, the 
view from this down the river is really grand; just below the mouth of four- 
teen mile creek, is a very valuable island, called Diamond Island; here 
are fine cane-brakes, both on the island and the main on the south side. 
Just below this we passed a large boat belonging to trading people; we 
pushed on to six mile island, which is also very fine; just below this 
island, the town of Louisville opens to view, and the appearance of the 
country and river beautiful beyond description. .The current of the 
river very gentle. You come soon in view and hearing of the falls, 
which has all the majesty and grandeur of one of the most delightful 
rivers in the world; you are not only pleased by the appearance, but 
struck with an agreeable awe from the noise of the water rolling over 
the rocks, which, though somewhat terrible to pass, has nothing terrible 
in its appearance. 

Pushed on to the mouth of Bear-grass creek, which is the beginning 
of the town land, and which affords a safe and @eful harbor for boats, 
it is about forty yards wide and very useful: passed by this to what is 
called the lower landing, nearly opposite to an island which in high 
water divides the river and forms an easy passage for boats, hefe we put 
in and landed ; just as we wore going on shore we were alarmed by the 
cries of people in great distress, who ina large boat had attempted to run 
the falls, but being ignorant of the proper channel, had just struck on a 
rock. "We went up to the town which stands on a very grand bank and 
overlooks the falls, and has in view the new town called Clarksville. 
We told the people of the distressed situation of the unhappy men 
mentioned, in hopes some persons acquainted with the falls would have 
been sent to their assistance, and am sorry 1 cannot say more of their 
humanity, than of the carelessness shown on this distressing occasion, 
for notwithstanding all our anxiety for the poor sufferers, the good people 
of this town diverted themselves at cards, (a very favorite amusement 
here) while their ears were assailed with the cries of the unhappy suffer- 
ers, which seemed to create no other emotions than some ill-natured 
reflection on their folly, and thus were these wretched men left to all the 
dangers and terrors of their distressed state, without one effort to relieve 
them, or even an expression of pity escaping the humane lips of any one 
in the place, as I could hear. 
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Thursday, Dec. 8th. 

The first thing heard by Genera! Parsons and myself this morning, 
(for we slept together) wasthe cries of the poor wretches mentioned 
above, on which'we called on Captain Bullet, an inhabitant of this 
place, and spoke in terms reflecting on their want of compassion; he went 
out, and with some little pains got a fellow who was drunk to go with 
another man to their relief; this brute missed them, and had like to have 
suffered on the falls. Then one Mr. Davis and some uthers got two oth- 
ers to go; these succeeded, and struck the logs of drift stuff, to which 
the poor men had waded to in the night from the boat, in attempting 
which they lost one of their unhappy companions, who was swept down 
by the current, the men being discouraged from any attempt to mako 


shore was obliged to take up their dismal and solitary lodging for the || 


night, which was very cold, and their clothes all wet. General Parsons 
and myself, seeing them coming to shore, went to meet them and heard 
their story, which was really very piteous as to themselves, but when 


they spoke of the loss of their companion, it seemed to give them no | 
manner of concern, but excited a laugh when they related this part of it. | 
We passed them and went over on a very fine rocky bottom, which is now | 


quite dry, to an island in the falls of about five acres, from this we passed 
over fiom the lower end to the main, to Campbell’s land, thence to where 
he. has laid out a new town called Hebron, opposite the lower part of the 
falls, and Clarksville. a we crossed over to the latter place, and was 
very kindly received and treated by Mrs. Dallon and Mrs. and Captain 
George, who pressed us much to stay for dinner. 

I walkéd about and examined the ground, which I am of opinion over- 
flows at very high floods, therefore I think the most useful and advanta- 
geous places for trade, &c., is above the mouth of a small creek, on 


which General Clarke is building a mill, and ata point above the draught | 


of the falls ;* the one to receive below and the other above the falls, those 


persons and goods coming up and going down, as a good road may be | 


made between the two places, and the boats taken down empty with 
ease and safety. 
We returned in the afternoon to Louisville, where we found the people 


engaged in sellingand buying lots in the back streets, but not liking the | 


situation, bought none. ‘There are several good log-houses building | 
here, but the extravagance in wages, and laziness of the tradesmen keep | 


back the improvement of the place exceedingly—in truth I see very 
little doing but card-playing, drinking, and other vices among the common 
people, and am sorry too many of the better sort are too much engaged 
in the same manner, a few storekeepers excepted, who seem busy in 


land and other speculations, in which the veraci;y or generosity of some | 





* Where Jeffersonville now stands. Undoubtedly a very fayorable position, but its | 


advance heretetore has not equalled Gen. Butler’s expectatlons,—Ep. O. T. 
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are not very conspicuous, being ever on the watch to take the advantage 
of the ignorance or innocence of the stranger. 

This afternoon the commissioners for drawing the lottery for the lands 
of General Clarke’s regiment, met, and talk of drawing the lottery for 
the respective lots of land on the north side of the falls, where they have 
very wisely chosen to locate it, being authorized so to do by an act of the 
Legislature of the State of Virginia, and which I think preferable in 
every respect as to situation, to Louisville, and if the owners do not im- 
prove the advantages thrown by the generosity ef the State in their 
power, I shall conclude them regurdless of their true interest, and void 
of good sense, as it is a most beautiful and advantageous place. 

I find on the lower part of the falls the greatest abundance of swans, 
geese, ducks, and pigeons very plenty flying over, here are also fine fish 
but the people generally too indolent to catch them, though in great need. 

This evening began to rain very hard and all the appearance of con- 
tinuing. 

Friday, December 9th. 

This morning has all the appearance of rain, though it cleared tolera- 
bly about 10 o’clock, when Gen. P. and myself went to view ‘the North 
side of the falls. Started from above the mouth of Bear Grass Creek, 
and landed just above the head of the rocky beach, where I think is the 
lowest place which boats can land, but above this the shore appears to be 
good, and rather bold, we examined the land, and find it rather narrow 
from the banks to the high ground out from the river, and a low marshy 
piece of ground comes within 200 yards of the bank. This may be 
drained and thus have the land rendered fit for use and building, and I 
think there may be good foundations ifthe bank is a good criterion to 
judge from as it is a rock and the water which soaks over it great petri- 
fying qualties, the timber chiefly beach, which denotea cold soil. I find 
the first flat much cut with ravines, which may answer good purpose in 
case of a Jarge town, by rendering it easy to carry of the filth in these 
canals. We walked alongside the fall of water and find clearly that the 
difficulty is very small to pass boats with great safety through, and that 
the few large stones which are a little dangerous may be removed with 
very little trouble or expense. We have found many curious petrifica- 
tions, such as roots of trees, Calamus, the excrescence of the locust tree, 
&c. We find that a good and short road may be made from Clarkes- 
ville to the place described above the falls, where I think should be anoth- 
er village, for the purpose of easing the navigation of the rapid. There 
is one beautiful spot in the middle of the river which is a hollow in the 


| midst of a kind of rocky island, into which the water tumbles overa 


beautiful cascade of about eight feet, and forms a pretty basin. This 
spot appears to best advantage from a point above a large basin between 
the great rapid and a small one, above the mouth ‘of Clark’s creek, and 
forms a grand and capacious harbor, where boats may lay below, or put 
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in from above, at pleasure. This and below this to Clarke’s creek | 
think is the most proper spot for a town, which will not only rival, but 
deprive Louisville of all the advantages it now enjoys from travellers, 
I am much disappointed in the expectation I had of the politeness of 
this town, as I have been told there are a number of decent people in 
and about it, but am sorry to say that the Commissioners, instead of 
meeting politeness, or the least degree of attention, were avoided by 


every body, and even their magistrates, after asking a few impertinent | 
questions, withdrew and joined the card and speculating clubs of the | 


lowest classes, and most vulgar people I have seen; and even those 


who we have been of use and attentive to have forgot it and neglected | 


us. 
Saturday, Dec. 10. 
The morning being very foggy amd dark, it hid the heads of those 


people who could so easily forget good treatment, and served as a veil to | 





their meanness of soul—by giving them an excuse for not seeing us | 
coming away—whilst it saved us the trouble of speaking to people whom | 
we have reason so heartily to despise for their impolite conduct. We | 


left the bank at half past eight o’clock, and pushed on to the six mile | 


island, opposite to the middle of whichis a cabin on the southern shore, 
just below George creek 


About twelve miles above this creek comes in Harrod’s creel, on the | 


same side, between six mile and Diamond Island ; on the north side the | 


land is high, on the other low. 

About four miles above Diamond island comes in, on the north side, 
fourteen mile creek; the current all the way very gentle ; came on to 
within two miles of the eighteen mile island, where we put in and en- 
camped on the south side, here three white hunters passed us on their 
way to the hunting grounds; the evening still very dark and like for 
vain, Lay very comfortably and safe. 


Sunday; Dee. 11th. 


Set out at five o’clock in the morning ; passed the eighteen mile island 
just at day light; three miles above it met one Saunders and his hunting 
party: gave them adram round. He sent us two small pieces of buf- 
falo beef. Pushed on four miles and put in for breakfast. The morn- 
ing very dark. and at ten o’clock began to rain, Killed one turkey and 
one deer. Passed one small creek on the north side, four miles above 
the eighteen mile island, just above the narrows or high ground on the 
same side, Every appearance of rainy weather. Put in to breakfast 
six miles aboye island creek. Pushed on two miles above camp com- 
fortable, which is fourteen miles above the eighteen mile island. Great 
variety of weather, and this part of the river due north and south. The 
land here as common, viz., pretty good. This morning killed one tar- 
key ; passed Mr. Saunder’s boat, to whom we gave a dram, with all his 
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|| people; in return he gave us three pieces good buffalo beef ; we sent by t 
him a blanket coat, which the men brought one day from the tavern in a 
mistake; we directed it to be given to the care of Captain Bullock, to | 
whom we supposed it to belong. 








Monday, Dec. 12th, 

This morning being cloudy, did not sail till 6 o’clock, pushed on two 
miles ; the wind turning fair hoisted sail and got with great ease to the 
narrows below the ledge of rocks on the hills in view of the 
mouth of Indian Kentucky, which comes in on the north side. This 
creek has good banks both above and below; the former the highest ; 
here is a most excellent harbor for vessels in the mouth of this pretty 
creek, the current of the Ohio, above and below this is moderate; the 
day very fine ; the wind soon failed, which obliged us to apply to the 
oars. Passed little and soon after big Kentucky. The land between | 
the two on the south side is very fine. If I recollect right, this tract of 
land was surveyed in the year 70or 71, for R. & W. Butler, and the draft 
left with D. Espy, Esq., for our use. Pushed on near to the little island, 
ten miles above big Kentucky, and encamped. Above this island is a 
small creek onthe north side. The lands very good generally. 


Tuesday, Dec. 13th. { 
Sailed at five o’clock; pushed on about ten miles and putin to break-— 
fast: The day very fine; killed two turkeys; pushed on till near sunset 
| and encamped about ten miles below the real big bone creek, which 
| comes into the Ohio three miles below the creek called the big. bone 
creek; passed five creeks this day, three on the south and two on the 
north sides. 
| This evening one Castleman and two haudsome boats passed; made 








inquiry for news, but got none; the people being no ways intelligent. 
Lay on a high bank; the river rising fast; I went out to view the 
groun ; found it of the meadowy kind, with very large poplars, and 
great buffalo roads, leading towards the big bone licks. i 

Supped on our turkeys and lodged very pleasantly. Having taken 
care to soften the fatigue of the day, and rigor of the season, with a little 
good madeira, and for our people good grog. 

Wednesday, Dec. 14th. 

Having refreshed ourselves very well; as above described; we sailed 
before day ; pushed on’five miles, and niet two large boats with families ; 
hailed them, but no news; about two miles above these passed a hunting 
boat, near sunrise ; they had killed several buffaloes, which animal we 
have found the tracks of very plenty for two days past; put out here to . 
kill turkeys, got three very fine ones; the boat pushed to the real big 
bone creek, and there waited our arrival; pushed on to the mouth of a 
large run, where we landed to visit that memorable spot, the big bone 
lick, and ordered the boat to the mouth of a creek two miles higher up, 


with orders to cook breakfast again our return. General Parsons not | 
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having seen this place; we examited all round the licks for hidden 


bones, but found none but a few left by our party, which brought away | 


a number in November, Returned, breakfasted, and set ‘sail, the wind 
having sprung up ; sometimes oars or sails,’as the wind served to ‘thé 
point above this creek where the wind was fair, and pushed us on very 
swiftly to above a large sand bar nine miles up without rowing. En- 
camped on the south side. 

Thursday, Dec. ¥5th. 

This morning the wind seemed rather squally and unsteady, but the 
morning very fine. 

Set sail at seven o’clock, and went on very well fo the island below 
Locust creek, when the wind failed and it began to rain, which obliged 
us to take to our oars again, the river being very high, found difficulty 
in rowing up, though ‘while the wind was fair we sailed with ease and 
pleasure, having determined by the expernments which we made that 
sails may be used to great advantage. Pushed up to the mouth of 
Lochrey’s creek, where we met Mr. Joice on his way to the falls, he 
invited me on board very politely, but the current being very rapid and 
not wishing to detain him or go over the same labor to regain our place, I 
excused myself on account of these difficulties, and after asking and an- 
swering many questions to each others satisfaction we parted after the 
usual good wishes in such cases, we then put on for the Miami, where 
we atrived at 3 o’clock, where we found all well and :a long looked for 
boat of Capt. O’Hara’s arrived with much of the store embezzled by one 
James Elliott’s misconduct, viz: wine, spirits, and brandy. By Mr. Zane, 
in whose care this boat came from Muskingum ; I had letters from Major 
Doughty, Colonel W. Butler, &c.. Gen. Parsons had alse a letter from 
one Platt, at Limestone, informing of the attaok made on Capt. Howell’s 
boat by some Indians at the three islands on the third inst., and ‘of his 
having passed this place in the mght, as he could get no assistance from 
the people at that station. 
Friday, Dee. 16th. 

As we had directed the strictest inquiry to be made after’ the thieves 
and horses stolen from this post. Major Finney heard of them and on 
tracing the aecounts found the theft to have been committed by one John 


Mason the informant Robert Wear; thjs was given in writing to the’Com- | 


missioners by Major Finney last evening.’ We find the Major's in- 
dustry and care to be the same as heretofore, having ¢leared the ground 
of small stuff, under brush and several large trees for 150 paces distance. 
I find the Wyandots and Delawares have behaved very well in our ab- 
sence—the young men went to hunt and some are still'out. The Half- 
king, Runtundee, the Crane and several others paid me‘a visit and ex- 
pressed their pleasure on my return. | Asked the news which'I satisfied 
them and they appear much pleased‘and seem anxidus for the ‘arrival of 
the Shawnese, which we expect to-day or to-morrow ; they observed 
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that we had kept the bung of the cask long shut, and that now I was 
arrived they hoped I would open it a little, that they might feel glad at 
my return. I told them they must-have a little, therefore the Commis- 
sioners ordered thema small keg of three gallons, and they went home 
to enjoy it in all its sweetness. 

Mr. Finney observed to me last evening that on our departure the In- 
dian women came all to the council house, and that he was requested to 
order mento make on a fire, which he refused to do; and after several 
observations, reflected on the messengers rather severely, which at first 
induced me tothink they had acted improperly, but on report of the 
messenger, Mr: Daniel Elliott, am of opinion the refusal to order a per- 
son to light'the fire in the council-house, arose from his want of knowl- 
edge of Indian customs, as councils among the Indian women are by no 
means uncommon. 

About twelve o’clock Mr. Montgomery laid his journal before me, 
which I think to be a good general account of the general occurrences 
while on the tour of the messengers to invite the Indian nations to treaty 
and many of the observations, I think well founded as the concurring tes- 
timony of indifferent people seem fully to: corroborate them, as well as 
the report of the Indians themselves who profess friendship to the United 
States. : 

The weather still cloudy with a small fall of snow, and the river rising 
very fast. I have not inserted in the preceding part of my journal that 
Gen. Clark who went ‘in company to the falls did not return with Gen. 
Parsons and myself, the reason given by him was that the Commission- 
ers for forming a plan for the division of the lands, allotted by the State of 
Virginia for his regiment, had met, and that he could not attend till this 
plan was formed, but that he expected to follow in a few days, we there- 
fore left him in order to be on the spot against the time the answer of the 


| Shawnese is to be given of their intention respecting a peace with the 


United States, which expires this day. 
Saturday, Dec. 17th. 
No account from the Shawnese; boats passing daily to the falls with 
goods and families, and by the numbers which pass seem as if the old 
states would depopulate, and the inhabitants be transported to the new. 
The greatest danger which I perceive is, that these people consider them- 
selves out of the trammels of law, and have too great a propensity to 
remain in that lawless situation. 
Sunday, Dec. 18th. 
‘This day had one Robert Weir sent for, and his deposition taken be- 
fore the secretary, respecting the horses belonging to Runtandie, a chief 
of the Wyandots, which were stolen from this place by one John Mason. 
He also mentions that one Joseph Irwin was in company. This being 
done, Mr, Daniel Elliott and Major Samuel Montgomery, with a party 
of soldiers, were sent to Limestone with a copy of the circular letter of 
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the Commissioners to the magistrates and militia officers of the eounties 
of Jefferson, Fayette, Limestone, and —--———, requesting their endeay- 
ors to apprehend the thief or thieves, and to have them properly restored ; 
we wrote a particular letter to the magistrates of Limestone on the same 
subject. 

All things being ready, the boat sailed in the evening ; this has been 
a fine day. A boat passed which Informed us that Captain O’Hara’s 
second boat will be here to-morrow, with provisions, &c.. for this 
post. 





Monday, Dec. 19th. 


The Indians having expressed a wish to dance before the Commis- | 


sioners and officers, we directed Mr. Zane to signify our approbation 
They came in rather late to play a game of common and dance, as was 
proposed; they therefore played common and deferred the dance till 
to-morrow. 

This evening the Grenadier’s daughter Fanny, and her Brother Mor- 
gan with one other Shawanee man and woman, arrived with a message 
from the Shawanees, in which they tell us they are very much pleased at 
our treatment of their people ; that it istrue that they have been covered 
over by a dark cloud, and that ill winds have blown about, but they are 
now determined not to give any more attention to idle stories, but. would 
hold fast by the good talk which they received from us; that they have 
sent two strings of black and white wampum, and some tobacco for the 
Commissioners to smoke, and to rest assured they will attend at our coun- 
cil fire. (They observe that the tobacco is of their own raising.) They 
also request us not to alter our minds, but continue disposed as when we 
parted. 

This was delivered in writing by Morgan who waited on me immedi- 
ately on his arrival, Fanny being unwell and fatigued, asked her few 
questions. Took Morgan to dine with us which pleased him. very 
much. 

Tuesday, Dec. 20th. 

Early this morning there came in a son of one Suffern, who resides in 
the Shawanee towns; also, a white man called Thomas, who brings the 
same account. These also have a message from John Harris to the Com- 
missioners requesting them to be careful and not let the people straggle 
about from the post, that some Cherokees are out on mischievous inten- 
tions, and to warn the people of Limestone to be on their guard against 
them. 

About 1 o’clock two boats bound for the falls, in which some cloathing 
for the troops at this post, brought some letters and news papers to Maj. 
Finney. These gentlemen mention that more’articles were getting ready 
for this post, spirits, &c., but they could not wait for them. 

We wrote to Gen. Clark the account we have had from the Shawanees, 
and communicated it to the Delawares and Wyandotts, which seemed to 
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please theni very much. The dance of the Wyandotts began and lasted 
till dark, when they went to their camps very merry. 

©’ Harras’ boat arrived yesterday with provisions, &c., the other boats 
set off in the evening: Got O’Hara’s boats unloaded, and the provis- 
ions brought into the fort. 

, Wednesday, Dec. 21st. 

This morning a large boat with Mr. Hulin and his hands, and Capt. 
O’Harra’s spare hands, set out for Fort Pitt, by him a letter was wrote 
by order of the Commissioners, to the Limestone settlement to be on 
their guard against the Cherokees. I wrote also to Major Doughty, 
Captain O’Hara, Col. W. Butler, and Mrs. Butler at Carlisle, 


Just at dinner the half-king, the Crane, and several young fellows came 


into the Fort drunk, and wanted more rum. The Commissloners wanted 
to talk with the head men of the Wyandots and Delawares on the situa- 
tion of matters, and told them they could get no more rum at this time, 


that they must get sober in order to be spoken with, They got rather | 


ill-natured, and said if they did not get rum they would go off to-morrow, 
I told them, if they only stayed on account of rum, they might goas soon 
as they pleased, but as we had a great deal yet to say to them, we wished 
them to get sober and hear it, that we could not speak on matters of 
consequence to men in liquor, nor would we answer or hearken to drunken 
people.’ He, the half-king said a great deal more of ill-natured matters 
than we have known him to say before. We then left him to go to din- 
ner, having previously given him two quarts of rum, he having previously 
promised to go off with it. Whilst at dinner he came with the Crane, 
still wanting more rum, which we refused; he then asked to cat, we told 
him to eat, and they both sat down. Shortly after other drunkards came 
in and were noisy. Having dined rather disagreeably, General Parsons 
and myself retired to my tent, to which these drunkards followed us and 
behaved still worse, and insisted on rum, we as positively refused, 
which made them very angry, and they went out telling us they would 
go off to-morrow with all their people, which he attempted to execute by 
setting a young man. to go and get up their horses against morning, and 
be ready to set out for the towns, then told us the Shawnees were com- 
ing and we might do business with them, we then told him he had bet- 
ter reflect and not be too rash, that there remains much to say and ‘do 
with and to the Delawares and them ; this only caused them to be more 
uneasy, and they set off. In a few mimutes the half-king returned with 
Mr. Zane, to General Parson’s tent, where he addressed us as follows:— 

« Brothers, I am a little drunk and I feel sorry that you left’ me in 
your dinner tent, it hurt me more than the not getting rem. T intend 
to set off to-morrow with all my people, and I thought it best to tell you 
before I go.” 

We told him we had taken each other by the hand in friendship a 





year agone, that‘our object is a general peace, and that the other western | 
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| nations are, now - expected, that if ‘they come we wished, them to be 
| present at the good work, and, that all should know what may be conclu- 


ded on,.and. that it will not look well for ,him to. set off at this time, that 
we considered him a man of sense and that he knows this way of talk- 
ing is not proper, it appears like scolding ; that what we have to say'shall 
be in public where all shall see and- know what is done at this council- 
fire ; and after reasoning with him he got the better of his ill-nature and 
shook hands and said he felt sorry for what he had said. We then gave 
them a glass of wine. He said they would settle everything ;_so parted 
from this troublesome crew, and he went to camp, 

The weather appears rainy, but,warm. I am of opinion it will ever 
be a very difficult matter to manage these people till we have posts. in 
their country, and the trade properly regulated, and the agents of Britain 
kept from amongst the savages of the west, which may be, done on that 
plan, and by making the forfeiture of goods to, trade at any place, but the 
posts, and that under licence from proper authority. This will not. only 
secure the friendship of the Indians, but render them quite dependent on 
us for supplies of all kinds, as well as secure the. trade and_, trader, 
from encroachment, and loss of property, and until this is done there is 
no security for either. 

Thursday, Dec. 22d, 

A very fine day, several, boats passed to-day, among them was Lieut. 
Chambers, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Campbell, of; Concochig. Sent Mr. 
Zane.to tell the head men we have something to say to them to-morrow, 


| when he went there the half-king said -he was sorry he had said so 


much to the Commissioners, that he,.wag ,in liquor,and he hoped, they 
would forget it, Iobserved a restlessness among these. people, which I 
believe, to be natural to them when idle or unemployed _in, war.or hunt; 
ing. 

Friday, Dec. 23d: 


The chiefs attended in the council-house, where the Commissioners | 


met them and after telling the chiefs of their having told us of their leav- 
ing two chiefs to bring on, the Western nations, &c., which had induced 
us to wait; we felt surprised to hear no more from thems that the Shaw- 
nese haye sent us word they will attend, and have sent people to hasten 
on the western people, &c, We then endeavored to rouse them tosend 
people to hurry these nations who-appéar so very indeterminate, by fel- 
ling them they should not tire in assisting in this good work of peaces 
but should pity the people of their own color, and endeavor to help them 
to make their peace with Congress, all which they received with, appar- 
ent pleasure, and in return thanked us for what we had said, and, the 
good advice it contmined, with assurance of endeavoring all in their pow- 
er. 


Saturday, Dec, Ath. 


The, Indians came. in and received twenty-one and a half. pounds of | 
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powder, ‘and lead in proportion ; also two blankets, and a few handker- 
chiefs. which were deficient in the cloathing given out. 

About 11 o’clock a hunter’s boat passed;'on her way to: the falls ; the 
hunters inform us they met Mesers. Elliott and Montgomery near’ Lime- 
stone, on Tuesday the 20th, and Huling on Friday, above Licking creek, 
all well. 

About two o’clock General Clarke ‘arrived from the falls of Ohio in 
seven days ; no other news but that the Spaniards have sent a body of 
troops to reinforce the post at the Natchees, which they seem determined 


| tohold. This day two soldiers went off in a canoe to the station, sup- 


posed to get liquor, and did not return’ this evening,’though they were 
seen below.the Miami, endeavoring toccome up, but the Major thinks they 
are ‘deserted. enh, 
Sunday, (Christmas day,) Dec. 25th. 
The wind very high and fine for going up the river, Major Finney 
in pursuit of the two men, with orders if they are not got at the station, 
to follow to the falls or to Lexington, which ever they find them to have 
gone to. I wrote to Captain P. Butler, by a surveyor, requesting him to 
give the people to know that it is unnecessary to put themselves to the 
trouble and expense of coming to this place, either for prisoners or to 
claim horses, until they are informed by the Commissioners in ‘a public 
manner, This advice is given to prevent the poor people the great ex- 
pense and fatigue of the journey, in this inclement season. 
Tuesday, Dec. 27th. 
This morning appears most beautiful, and the last night, was un- 
cominonly watm, the wind very high but pleasant. I am told by 
Gen. C. and others that two winters out of three are as moderate as this. 


If-'so, and‘that the country produced good winter grain, I might consider ] 


it the paradise of America. 

Just while’ we were at breakfast, Capts. Pipe and Winganum, of the 
Delawares, came in from their camp, and requested ‘leave’ to speak with 
the Commissioriers, which was granted. ' ‘He said he’ had been consider- 
‘ing ‘what ‘had been said to them by us on Friday last; he thought it’ their 
duty to assist their people, (meaning all the nations of Indians) in conclu- 
ding a treaty with the United States; that he had looked round for 2 prop- 
er person, that he knew a young man might punetually carry the 
speech he would send and deliver it; but when it was delivered, no more 
would be done. That he liad, therefore pitched on Capt. Winginum, a 
Delaware chief, who ‘is old, experienced, and sensible, to go ‘to the ‘na- 








tions, and that he was certain this chief would attend to the business, 
and use every effort to bring them to'the treaty, that he pitied much the | 


people of his own’ color, and thinks it kind in us 'to pity them, that’this | 


chief will either return or send to us in sixteen days with’an answer from 
the nations on the White River and near ‘it, with those iti his way thither, 
with many other promises and declarations of their determinations to hold 
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fast to the treaty concluded last fall, which he produced. We answered 
that as they said the necessity for the Western Indians beizig at peace 
with the United States, and had offered their services. to go to them,’ we 
would convince them it is our wish to give them peace on proper terms, 
and that we will wait for his return sixteen days, and that if the other 
nations agree to come, that we have come here to give peace, and al- 
though we have waited long, we would wait still longer, rather than more 
blood should be shed, that in case of their coming.to treat, he might send 
us word, and we would not be impatient, but to be punctual inthat which he 
promised positively to do. We then asked him if it wuuld not be adding 
to his arguments weight for one of our people to go with him, which 
pleased him much, and said he was glad we thought so well. We told 
him Mr. Jas. Rankin, one of our messengers, should go along, and that 
he might take care of him, and return him safe to us; all which he prom- 
ised, and said they would go to-morrow morning; we then told him every 
thing should be ready. _In the afternoon, Capt. Dale proposed, if agree- 
able to the Commissioners, he would be one of the party, to which we 
assented; he therefore got ready, and I sat down to compose a speech, 
which is in substance—If the Indians of the West choose peace, now is 
their time—if war, we only wish to know their determination, and that 
we were as ready as they; that we do not wish to shed bivod, but if it be 
their own cholce, they might blame themselves for future consequences, 
and the great distress a war might bring upon their women and children, 
The Secretary prepared the speech, and every thing was prepared for 
giving the necessary charge to Winganum to take care of our Messenger 
and Officers, but the wind was so high the Messengers could not be 
broiight over. 
Wednesday, Dec. 28th. 

The Delaware Chiefs came in to-day, and the message was read and 
explained to them; which I found them to. fully comprehend; we then 
gave Winganum charge of Capt. Doyle and Mr, Rankin, one of our mes- 
sengers, and ordered Winginum some clothing for himself and three 
Indians; also some to the young man who goes along with the Half-king: 
Crane, the silent man, and one who talks Delaware, came and told Mr. Zane 
to inform the commissioners they wished to speak some words to the Dela- 
wares in their presence; we therefore attended in the Conncil-house or 
messs-tent; he then spoke and told him he was glad to see the Delawares 
so ready to assist in the work of peace—that the Wyandottes had already 
done all in their power to get the nations to do right, and are sorry. to see 
them pay so much attention to evil advice. He wanted Winginum 
to go on, and told him to inform the nations that he wishes they may 
now harken to this last message of the Commissioners, and the last of 
his also, He stayed to dinner with us, as did the Delawares; after din- 
ner, we conversed on, many matters; he said the British assured. him 
it is not. yet. peace with America, that they had sent to England for or- 
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ders, and that they expect orders to fight in the spring. He then asked 
us to inform him truly if the two nations are really at peace; this we satis- 
fied him fully, but I observed to him that it appears from his observations 
that in case of war, they the Indians, would again join the British against 
us, which he said he believed would be the case with the other nations; 
but for his part of the Wyandots and the Delawares who had concluded 
a peace with us, they were determined to stand to it fully. Had to give 
them some liquor, which seems to be the ne plus ultra of all, 
Thursday, Dec. 29th. 

Early this morning, Capt. Doyle and Mr. Rankin set off for the Indian 
towns, as did the Indians who were to accompany them. Previous to 
their departure, I told Capt. Doyle and Mr. Rankin, that in case they met 
the Shawnese on their way, or if they find them determined to come» 
they can inquire what pains had been taken by them to send our mes- 
sages to the other nations; that if they are not sent, they had best remain 
with the Shawnese, and let Winganum go to the White river, and 
Shawnese, send to the western nations to get their answer, and that as 
soon as they knew their determination, whether to attend the treaty or 
not, they can bring on such tribes as intend to come, and the answers 
of such others as they can get. When these gentlemen were gone, I went 
to hunt; about 11 o’clock it began to hail, and about 3 turned to rain. I 
found the Miami river frozen chiefly over and running thick with ice, 
the rain continued in heavy gusts, and very strong winds allnight. Mr. 
Zane killed one large buffalo, which was brought in. He reports that 
he saw the boats about 6 miles up last evening. 





Friday, Dec. 30. 
The river begins to rise—the weather still cloudy and windy. About 
1 o’clock, a white man named Thomas James, who had been sent to meet 
Suffren, a white Shawnee arrived, and told us he had met Suffren, and 
that he would be in in a few days; he also mentions that he met Capt. 
Dole and Mr. Rankin with the Indians early his morning, about 15 miles 
from this place, that they were going on, that he told them to push to 
get over the crossing, about 5 miles from there, and they would be then 
clear of difficulty for the day, and could make a good days’s journey.— 
He also says that Suffren is fully of opinion that the Shawnese will at- 
tend the treaty; that they had sent to collect their head men and people 
generally, and from every observation he could make, they were deter- 
mined to come in generally. 
Cleared up in the evening—proposed a hunt up the river to-morrow. 
Saturday, Dec. 31st. 











Went up the river about six miles; the land very good on the south 
side. Mr. Zane killed four turkeys, and Adams one. No news to-day, 
the weather very fair and moderate. 

Sunday, Jan. 1st, 1786. 





This being New Year's day, all the Wyandot men and women came 
58 





— 





















506 THE OLDEN TIME. 





to pay their compliments to the Commissioners and officers. Had'a a fire 
made in the Council House, to which, after they had paid their visit, they 
retired; we sent them a kettle of toddy, also some cooked meat and bread 
to refresh on; we then went in and took a taste of the drmk; wished them 
all a good new year, and departed. This they took very kind, and set 
to heart and hand, men and women, to get drunk. In order to get them 
soon away, we told them when they were ready to go home, they should 
have a small-keg of milk home with them, which huried their departure. 
The cavalcade was curious—men and women, two on a horse, all rode in 


the same manner, without the least attention to the delicacy of the fe- 
male sex. 

We dined with the officers, who treated us to six bottles of claret; we 
spent the time very well, and broke up about eight o’clock in the even- 
ing. Just at drum-beat, we were alarmed with the fire of a gun on the 
river from a boat from Limestone, in which was one Samuel Hindman, 
Robert McNear, and one John Elliott, who says he was taken prisoner 
by two Shawnemen on the 18th of December, on the head waters of 
Yellow Creek, on the north side of the Ohio; that they pushed with him 
as fast as possible to the Shawnee town, but he cannot tell which town it 
was. We are of opinion, (if he tells truth, which is very doubtful,) it 
must be the Cherokee village on Paint Creek, a branch of Sciota. His 
story is somewhat various; he says he was on the head waters of Yellow 
Creek, with two young men named Myers, hunting; that they had killed 











Bottom, on the Ohio; and were about to move théir camp, game being 
scarce; that he was hunting and caught by two Shawnee lads, who took 
him with all possible expedition to some one of the towns, that they tied 


old man came and released him, gave hima blanket and lent him a horsc; 


found them at the place the old man told him, and gave them the token, 
which was a shell, on which the lads took him to the Ohio at the three 
islands, the place so generally infested by Indians. that on his arrival at 


the boat the Indian lads left him, and he hailed the boat and got a pas- 
sage to Limestone, from whence he came to this place in six days, with 
the forementioned men. 


Hindman, we find on examination, to be an ill-disposed man, and one 
of the party who: murdered the Moravian Indians. This he confesses | 
himself, and has declared he thinks robbing ths Indians of their horses 
justifiable, and was also one of a party who intended to rescue the horses 
which. had been stolen by Irwin and Mason, after they were delivered 
by the Magistrate to Messrs. Elliott and Montgomery. 
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45 deers, and six bears, and moved the skins and meat to the Mingo | 


him on his back and laid him in an old house, that in about au hour an | 


the Ohio, he just at that instant saw a boat going down; that on seeing | 
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also gave him a token to his sons who were hunting, that he put himon || 
the path to them, and directed him to push as far as possible, that he | 
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Monday, Jan. 2d. 

Early this morning, Mr. Elliott and Maj. Montgomery arrived with 
two of the stolen‘horses, from Limestone, and others from Col. Boon and 
Col. Patterson, of Lexington, both of these gefitiemen have been. active 
in their endeavors to catch the thief, and get the horses, but we find it is 
a very difficult matter for them to execute the laws, as the people side 
too generally with each other, and the better kind of people are obliged 
to pass by the ill conduct of these fellows for their own peace sake. 

We find by a letter from Col. Patterson, that the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia have passed a vote of the House, for separating themselves from the 
Kentucky. This will, in my opinion, require the most speedy and effec- 
tual measures of Congress to guard against the- ill consequences which 
may arise from this separation, should Congress accept it, and acknowl- 
edge them a separate State. One of the evils which we apprehend is, 
that there is scarce a tenth man in Kentucky who has land with certain 
title. Thousands are gone to that country expecting to get land on easy 
terms; in this they are disappointed, and obliged to settle on other per- 
| sons’ lands, on sufferance, and only wait the result of a treaty or no treaty 
to repass, and cross the Ohio to fix on these lands. This will create a 
difficulty between the Congress and them, which must be decided by 
force, which is more likely to end in a declaration of these people either 
in favor of Britain, or an independence on Congress, than an accommoda- 
tion of the difficulty; and in either case the old states must be losers, as 
they must be at all expense in the decision, either by laws or otherwise; 
and if they should even conquer them, they can only exact allegiance, 
and confirm them inthe property which they wiil have seized. Ofcourse 
there will be the loss of the value of the lands from the United States, 
exclusive of all this expense. I am, therefore, of opinion, the only means 
now in the power of Congress, is to place a sufficient force in the heart 
of the Indian country to command and awe them; and next to alter their 
land. ordinance, and take the most speedy method of settling the lands, 
and putting the purchasers into possession. This will not only sink the 
public debt, but interest every purchaser in supporting the authority of 
the United States in and over this country, which if neglected must 
ultimately end in the loss of both country and inhabitants, and fix them 
determined enemies to the government of the United States; and the good 
citizens of course remain unpaid, and loaded with the debt and interest 
already due, as well as the expense of defending their frontier from the 
encroachments of these people, who are not only very strong, but render- 
ed desperate by their situation, and may take with them many good cit- 
izens, who rather than lose all, wil} favor them. 

















Tuesday, Jan. 3d. 
The weather being fine, and a fair wind on the river, we had the 
barge made ready with the sail. ‘The Commissioners and Maj. Finney 
set out about ten o’clock, up the river, tovhunt turkeys, had no sport, 

















iaiaiienae 






































0s THE OLDEN TIME. 





find the barge an exceeding good sailer, very steady and fit to carrya | 
large sail. Returned in the evening. No news to-day from any quar- | 
ter, which causes time to pass very heavily, and in my opinion a nega- 
tive situation of this kind merits as great a pecuniary reward for bearing 
it, and being secluded from society, as a very active and serviceable sta- | 
tion, the latter being a reward of itself, in the pleasure the person re- 
ceives from the variety of scene—whilst the former not only loses, but 
imbibes a kind of stiffness of manner, which unfits him for society, and 
contracts his sentiments, though previously ever so well acquainted 
with the world. This observation is easily proven by taking a view of 
the manners of sea officers and their crews, and comparing them with 
the manners of officers and corps who reside in the polite, or inhabited 
country. 
Wednesday, Jan. 4th. 
The waters very high, and still rising. Nonews. The weather very 
good, though there has been some rain here, and I think much at a dis- 
tance, by the general rise of all the waters, and drift of ice and logs. 


I yesterday, incompany with Gen. Parsons, spoke to Mr. Peebles | 


about the state of the beef, and advised him to have it turned round fre- 


quently, that the pickle may be equally over it; also to get some salt, and | 
have some fresh pickle made, and the casks filled. This is the | 
third time I mentioned it to him, in consequence of the state of the beef, | 


which, though in good order for present use, is not sufficiently salt for 
keeping. ‘This day he went to the station, and he tells me he has got 
one bushel of salt for the above purpose. 
Thursday, Jan. 5th. 

This day four young Shawnee men came in to inform us that a num- 
ber of that nation had arrived near the Wyandots camp, in the whole 8 
fires, 18 men, beside men, women, and children, total about forty. We 
gave them some tobacco and provisions, also some clothing. They tell 
us that the whole nation are on their way, and expect a messenger from 
them hourly; they tell us we must not think long, that it is difficult to 
come on with such a number, and hunt for their subsistence. Gave them 


- alittle liquor, and they went off to camp pleased. The Pipe came in to 


inform us that he is going out 4 miles to hunt, and to take his leave for 
fourdays. Had a very long and serious conversation with him respect- 
ing the lands assigned the W yandots and Delawares; it ended satisfactorily 
to us both, as he seemed pleased; and when I explained the intentions of 
Congress to secure the grants made to them, and to keep our peo- 
ple from enlarging the boundary line. I told him that in the spring early 
our surveyors would be on the land belonging to Congresss and that it 
will be well for some of their people to be along with them, to see they 
do not go too far, in case Congress should direct a line to be made be- 
tween their and the Indian lands; it will also be right for some of the head 
men to be along, to satisfy both parties, which he assented to, and said it 
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' is right. I told him any service their young people did for the survey- 


ors they would be paid for. I also told him that Congress had ordered 
Mr. Hutchins to lay out a track of land for the Moravian Indians, at 
their old towns, and that they would be sent for to return. The number 
he says that were bhasely massacred, were 96—which is the only black 
spot in the whole of the revolution, and brought on by a set of the basest 
scoundrels that could disgrace a country. 

The Wyandots came in and told us they are sorry the river is so high 


_ and running with ice they cannot come in to dance, but they wished us 


to send over a little drink to their camp, to help them to be merry; which 
we did, and they went off pleased. 
This morning Maj. Finney had a small keg of whiskey staved on the 


| Parade, which was sold to the soldiers yesterday, notwithstanding they 


have been so often forbid to sell to them or the Indians. 


Friday, Jan. 6th. 
The weather very fine, but colder than any heretofore; the river still 
rising. In the evening John Wright arrived from Mr. Rankin and Capt. 
Doyle. They met the Shawnese on their way to this place, about sixty 
miles off; Winganum, the Old Delaware chief, advised them to turn back, 
and accompany the Shawnese, and he would proceed on the business of 
bringing on the other nations. The Shawnese requested some flour, 
rum, and tobacco, may be sent to meet them, which we ordered to be got 
ready. We concluded this evening to send two Indians express to Fort 
Pitt, to hurry on the remaining stores, and directed Messrs. Boggs and 
Elliott to go to the Wyandot and Delaware camps to get two young 
men for this purpose. We are in expectation of Deputies from some of 
the Northern Nations attending. 
Saturday, Jan. 7th. 
The messengers went early to get the two expresses to go to Ft. Pitt. 
This day appears like for snow. A boat was sent below the Miami, to 
cross the gentlemen who are with the Indians, and Morgan got in his 
horses to carry the provisions to the Shawnese. Capt. Doyle had to 
cross on a raft, and got in about I o’clock. He brought a speech from 
the Shawnese, telling us that they are on their way, and will not turn out 
of it. Mr. Zane killed a very large bear below the mouth of Miami.— 
Several Shawnese came in, and could not cross the Miami for the drift 
ice; therefore had a fire made in the long house, when they were sup- 
plied with provisions and liquor, and lodged. 
Sunday, Jan. 8th. 
This morning Morgan took his horses, with six kegs of flour, twelve 
bags of paint, and some tobacco and salt, to meet the Shawnese. We 
had dinner ready to send, but that was refused. A hunting boat passed 
for the falls, by which we wrote to Capt. Easton, the Sheriff, to make 
inquiry for boats we supposed had passed us with public stores, request- 
ing him, if there, to seize them, &c. Having no account of the arrival of 
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| boats which we have long expected, with the remainder of the public 
|| and the Commissioners’ private stores, we determined to send an express 
| to the mouth of Muskingum, to Maj. Doughty, to be sent to Ft. Pitt 
from thence. I therefore engaged White Eyés and the Pipe’s son to set 
| out to-morrow morning express for that place; had the writings got ready 
by the Sec’y. I wrote also a private letter to Col. Butler, Maj. Doughty, | 
and Capt. O’Hara, also to Mrs. B. | 
The Shawnee people found great difficulty in getting the flour over | 
the Miami, it being part frozen and part drifting with ice, and no possi- 
bility of getting either boat or canoe up to the fording place. The | 
Shawnese are collecting fast, but no particular account of any others as 
yet. 
Monday, Jan. 9th. 
Early this morning Capt. Pipe, and old James, the interpretor, came 
in, to whom .we explained the reason of sending the express, which 
pleased them much. | Every thing being ready, the two Indians men- | 
tioned, set out at. 11 o'clock, and Pipe gave them very good ‘advice, and | 
set them off in high spirits on their journey, which I think they will 
perform as speedily as possible. I observe more appearance of candor | 
in the conduct of the Pipe latterly than formerly; he seems to think well: | 
of the advice I have given him, to collect. the Nations to one town within | 
the country assigned them, and of the assurance given the Nations of | 
the protection of Congress, in case of a stroke from any other Indians. 
The Wyandots are all impressed with the same opinion; but as their 
nation is divided, part on the British, and part on the American side of 
the Lakes; the difficulty of a junction will be so much the greater, 
and in all probability will, in a short time, be the means of taking the 
Americam part off, as they are the least; or at any rate cause a total sep- | 
aration, which must weaken both so much as to cause ruin to both parts. | 
About 11 o’clock, the two Delaware men set of express to Maj. Dough- | 
ty, at the mouth of Muskingum. The weather very fine and moderate. | 
Nothing more of consequence. 
Saturday, Jan. 10th. 
The weather still very fine. This day I spent in forming the neces- 
sary speeches to the Indians. In the evening, Mr. Rankin and Morgan 
came from the Shawnese; there was great difficulty in getting the flour 
and other things to them, the river being part frozen and part driving 
with ice. | Morgan informs me that the Shawnese people are very shy 
and rather apprehensive, than confident, owing to the speeches and sto- 
ries of the old friends to America, (the British) who use every method in 
their power to counteract the measures of the U. S. ° 
Wednesday, Jan. 11th. 
This day, aYout 12 o’clock, one Robinson and Smith passed on their 
way to the falls. The former tells us that the 28th Dec., one Mr. Me- 
Cullough went from Wheeling to Fort Pitt to bring boats forthe transport | 
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'| of provision to the posts. Snow: to-night; which induced the Shawness 
|| to goto hunt. The Half-king came in and dined with us. Every thing 

seems easy among the Indians. Yesterday the Pipe came in drunk, 
'| and wanted two. match coats, but I took no notice of him, and he went 


| away. 

! Thursday, Jan. 12th. 

|  L have spent this day in regulating the accounts of last year, and the 
! proceeding, on account of Indian affairs. In the evéning, Gen.'P: 8 
sent for me to drink tea; he began to talk of some matters respecting 
| 





Indian affairs, of which he seems very illy informed, and has no manner 
of personal knowledge, and frequently traps with questions in the most 
| abrupt and impolite manner. After several of these had been asked and 
| answered, I mentioned that I had been engaged in the accounts of the 
| department, and had thought little of the other business. This day he 


| talked something on money matters of the present treaty. I told’ him I 


| had been on the accounts of the last year. This he said he had nothing 
| to say to, but that he should want some money soon, and that he expected 
| 1000 dollars. I sportingly told him I did not know if so much money 
| could be in my power to give him, as we had made no provision for the 
| Commissioners. Ho told me hé had the resolutions of Congress, which 
| Mr. Lee told him entitled him to the sum of 1000 dollars, and that he 
| would stay till that sum would be due him. I told him I did not con- 

ceive the money which the Commissioners are to be accountable for, 


|| was particularly intended for their pay, but rather for contingent and ab- 
| 


'| solutely necessary expenses; bat if it had been intended for that purpose, 
| he could not expect an equal proportion, having come so: lately into the 
|| commission; and, particularly, as there was no provision made for that 
| purpose, and as Gen Wolcott had desired that we would make none for 
| him, he not being certain of coming on; but in case he should, that he 
| would provide himself. Gen. P——s said he knew nothing of Gen. 
|| Wolcott’s affairs, but that he expected his equal dividend of the: sum he 
} mentioned; repeating that Mr. Lee had told him it was drawn for that 
1 purpose. On which I told him the money, I believed, would be disposed 
| of agreeable to the intentions of Congress, by order of the Commission- 
} ers; that I had not appropriated much to my use, and I should only ap- 
! propriate it as I had authority. 
| The Shawnese are to move near us to-morrow. ‘This evening one 
Doleman arrived from the Indians. I find the man called the White 
| Horse, ordered the women of his town, the Pickaway, to turn back, 
which they did with reluctance. 


Friday, Jan. 13th. 
The last night was the coldest of the winter hitherto; large fields of 
ice driving in the Ohio. About 2 o’clock Mr. Harris and another gen- 
tleman, surveyors, called on us, and informed us that he had been ma- 
king surveys onthe south side, 180,000 acres. “That his people had 
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tracked some Indians in their travel five days ago, which he rather tho’t 
to be enemies than hunters. This we cannot account for, as the body 
of the Shawnese nation have just arrived, and the whole are expected. 
These gentlemen dined with us, and I wrote to Capt. P. Butler, by Mr. 
Harris, who was so polite as to wait, 

The Shawnese sent us a speech by Meanimeeca, with others of the 
Shawnese, requesting us to screw the bung off, the keg very tight, 
and let none out until they, the chiefs, requested it to be opened, and 
that they will pay usa visit to-morrow in form; they also request a little 
more tobacco and flour, which we ordered. I told them we would close 


the bung, but we knew the old men were tired, therefore we would send | 
just a taste for them, which he took very kind; I therefore sent hima | 


gallon in a jar, with every other article they had required; they then 
went off very well pleased. We then gave directions for a party of a 
Serjt. and and 12 men tu be ready to fire, on the firing of the Shaw- 
nese ceastng, with other necessary orders for the formal reception of this 
proud little nation. 

Saturday, Jan. 14th. 


Every thing being ready for the reception of the Shawnese, we waited 


till 12 o’clock, when Mianimeeca arrived and told us they were coming || 


on, also that they would fire to salute us; we told them we would return 


the salute, and that our messengers would go to meet them, and bring | 
them in by the hand, and set them down by the council fire, which | 
seemed very grateful to them. Mr. Elliott, Mr. Rankin, and Maj. Mont. | 


gomery went to meet them; and Mr. Boggs waited at the Council-house, 
to direct them where to sit. Shortly after these arrangements they ap- 
peared, in number about 150 men and 80 women, in very regular order; 
the chiefs in front, beating a drum, with young warriors dancing a pecu- 


liar dance for such occasions. This is so particular that I shall here de- | 


scribe it: the oldest chief leads, and carries a small drum, on which he 
beats time and sings; two young warriors, who dance well, carry each 
the stem of a pipe painted, and decorated with feathers of the bald eagle, 
and wampum, these are joined in the dance by several other young 
men, who dance and keep time to the drum; the whole of the party 
painted and dressed in the most elegant manner, in their way, which is 
truly fantastic, but elegant, though savage. The Chief who headed this 
party is called Melonthe. These were followed by the chief warrior 
Aweecanny, and last the warriors armed; then come the head woman, 
called Ca-we-chile, in front of all the women and children. When they 
came near the Council-house, Aweecanny got on a stump, and ordered 
the whole to halt. They then sung for some time, when he gave a 
signal, and the song ceased. He then ordered the armed men to make 
ready, which they did, then to fire, which was performed in the Indian 
style, which is a running fire; this was repeated three times, on which 
our troops returned the salute, with three vollies from a platoon, well 
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performed, the drum beating an American march. We then entered 
and took our seats; they then arrived, and after dancing a short time at 
the door, by way of salute, they entered at the west door, the chief on 
our left, the warriors on our right and round on the east end till they 
joined the chiefs; the old chief beating the drum, and the young men 
dancing and waving the feathers over us, whilst the others were ‘seated; 
this done, the women entered at the east door, and took their seats on 
the east end, with great form. This over,'the' chief enquired who were 
the Commissioners, which the young warrior, John Harris, told them, 
and pointed us out. After a short song, the chiefs called on Ke-kewe- 
pellethe a Wagatommochie man, who immediately rose to address us. His 
speech was short, but pathetic and sensible. He said that in conse- 
quence of our invitation, they had come to our council fire—that they had 
also brought their women and children—that they had shut their ears 
against all that advised them not to come, and now stood before us; they 
hoped, on our part, we would also shut our ears against evil stories, and 
banish from our memory every evil impression, that they cleared our 
ears, wiped our eyes, and with the string of wamp. m removed all sorrow 
from our hearts; they hoped, therefore, we would be strong, pity theit 
women and children, and go on with the good work’of peace, dnd suffer 
no evil reports to prevent our carrying it into effect. 

This done, we addressed them, as per our speech of this date. All 
being over, we invited the old men and some of their captains to dine 
with us, and ordered the rest to remain in the council house till cooked 
provision was brought them; we also ordered a drink of grog, with-pipes 
and tobacco. After these articles came in, we introduced Capt. Finney 
and the other officers to them; this done, the chiefs and dancers ‘arose 
and shook hands with the Commissioners and suit; the old Captain, 
Aweecanny went at he head of the warriors, and shook hands with 
the officers 

I find at the commencement of a treaty of peace the Chiefs or Kings 
shake the hands of those who have to treat with them, but the warrors and 
women not till the business is concluded; the reason they give is that the 
heads of the people should be on an easy and familiar footing, but that 
the warriors and women, who are the strength of the nation, more distant 
till peace is certain. We then retired to dine, and, the provision was 
taken to the long house, where all were well regaled and pleased on go- 
ing away. The young fellows wished a little more drink; this the head 
men disapproved, but thought it better to gratify them for the present, 
therefore requested two gallons, which was given, and they went away 
pleased. 


Sunday, Jan. 15th. 
Early this‘morning, the Shawnese sent in their young people for flour, 
which they took away. At the same time one Kelly arrived with some 
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goods, the property of Mr. D. Elliott, in 9 days from Fort Pitt.. He has 
no news of any importance. 

About 12 o’clock some of the Wyandotts arrived, and wanted liquor, 
which the Commissioners politely refused. The old chiefs of the Shaw- 
nese, with John Harris, came to the council house; we went and con- 
versed with them, and explained part of the speech which they did not 
fully comprehend. They told us, in answer to the questions asked, re 
specting the advice from Detroit, which we were told had stopped the 
Western Nations from coming to the treaty; that they knew nothing 
of any advice from there stopping the people of those nations. That an 
old friendship which had subsisted between their forefathers had brought 
the same head men of the Pattawatomies, and other nations together, on 
a branch of the St. Joseph’s river to renew the old friendship. That as 
to advising these nations to come to our treaty, they had done all in their 
power, which was to send a man named Nequitwittomo to the different 
gations to inform them of their friends the Shawnese, having determined 
to come to our treaty, and to advise them to come also; but they feared it 
would be impossible for them to be here before spring ; on which we told 
them we did not think we would be there to see them. We then asked 
the reason why they did not attend on the invitation of 1784, to treat at 
Cayahoga. They answered, that the British had prevented them, by 
telling them we only wanted to cheat them. That the King had only 
laid by the hatchet for a short time, and is determined to strike the 
Americans again, and that this account is given to them to this day; 
even just before they left the towns, the same kind of speeches came to 
them, with advice not to come to our treaty. That the Indian Agents, 
Messrs. McKee and Johnston, send this advice constantly. They also 
state that ihe British commander at Detroit had given them a writing 
with directions to go and kill the Virginians, and lay it on the breast of 
thedead. This writing was to encourage all such as liked the British 
Government to come to Detroit, and he would give each of them a plan- 
tation, by way of encouraging emigration from our country. ‘This was 
mentioned by old Melontha, a chief, in the presence of the young man 
called Mianimicca ; he, also, mentions that a chief, as they say, of the 
Pattawatomies, called Petequecica, but by the Miamies, Packan, who 
received the bills from Messrs. Lowry and Boggs, in 1784, directed to 
his and the Twightwees nations had never been mentioned to them, but 
hid the bills, and never spoke of them to any of these nations, which is 
corroborated by the report of Mr. Rankin, one of our messengers, who 
made very particular inquiry last fall of this chief’s sister and her hus- 
band, one Mons. Duboa, who resides at the Miami town, the place of the 
then residence of this chief also, whose name among that nation (the 
Miamies,) is Packan. This man, we find is a very discontented fellow, 
and has left the nation and gone to Post St. Vincent, and -had’ the assu- 
rance there to receive the speeches from Mr. Clark, to some of the same 
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nations last summer, which I doubt met the fate of the former ; that the 
belts left at the Miami towns by Mr. Boggs, and given into the hand of 
, by the Wiandotte chief Runtundoe, after these scoundrels had 
taken their horses, in the absence of their real chief » who was at 
Detroit This rascal, instead of sending through the nations to whom 
they were sent, had drank some, and bought horses with others some, 
and on the arrival of the real chief, had run off to Kaskaskias, where he 
yet remains; of course they have never been sent ; that on this chief 
hearing the tenor of it, he sent young men to the Shawnese, to know 
the truth ; that they met Berry and Shawnee men, who were sent 
by the Shawnese with the last speech from us, by Messrs. Rankin and 
Elliott, who fully informed them of it. 

But this not being satisfactory or completely agreeable to the orders of 
the Miami chief, they came on to the Shawnee town, where the whole 
was again repeated; they then set off home contented ; but we had no ac- 
count from that or any of the more northerly nations since—nor do I 
think there is any prospect, except by Winganum, till the return of 
Nequatwittomo, which will be too long for us to wait. 

The old chief requested three pots, a large kettle, twenty bags of paint, 
and some tobaccco, which was given them. They were kindly treated, 
and went off weil pleased, but some of the young ..ilows wanted to get 
more drink, and stayed behind. This they were refused, which put 
them in an ill] humor. Some were impertinent, and went-to their camp; 
others went off, but returned, and lay in the long house. 


Tuesday, Jan. 17th. 

It froze very hard last night, which we fear will prevent the arrival of 
the boats, which we expect are on their way with supplies, the drift of 
ice being so much increased. Several of the Shawnese remain, and one 
sick, after their drink. They remained in the long house till after they 
had dined, and set off then tocamp. I find that many of the young 
fellows which have grown up through the course of the war, and trained 
like young hounds to blood, have a great attachment to the British; but 
the chiefs of any repute are and have been averse to the war, but their 
influence is not of sufficient weight to prevent them from committing 
mischief, which they regret very much. 














Wednesday, Jan. 18th. 

This morning snow—the ice driving in the Ohio. About 11 o’clock 
the Pipe came in, and stayed some time. I had a free conversation with 
him, and explained many things respecting the late treaty, and their sit- 
uation, which gave him much satisfaction. He thanked me for my ad- 
vice and candor; observing at the same time that he respected the Com- 
missioners for the punctuality with which all their engagements were 
fulfilled, and that his heart which had been in pain for many years, now 
‘begins to feel ease, and that he hopes ‘to feel great pleasure on the con- 
clusion of the present business. 
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The Pipe, Half-king, arid others, dined with the Commissioners, after 
which they went home well pleased. I now find that some opinions 
which I had formed respecting the necessity of having a more general 
conference and eclaircisement of the treaty held last year with the Wyan- 
dots and Delawares were just; for although we had some of the principal 
chiefs, who, in the name of the Delaware nation, concluded the treaty, 
these have been very much reflected on by those who did not attend, 
and by being ignorant of the real state of their situation as to the U. 8. 
right on the country, often charged the chiefs with having broke faith 
with them, and sold their lands. 

This animosity will, in all probability, now be wiped away, and mat- 
ters so settled that our frontier to the Wabash, will be freed from the dis- 
tress and horror of an Indian war. Congress have it in their power to 
survey ard sell the lands, and settle some kind of government in this 
country. 

Thursday, Jan. 19th. 


Early this morning, the Pipe, Half-king, and Delaware men sent by 
Pacanchichiles and other chiefs, also from Winganum, came to the 
Council-house. .. The Pipe came and told me they wished the Commis- 
sioners to attend, and hear the news these young men brought. ; He said 
he, would have brought them to our tent, but thought. it best they should 
deliver it in public, which I approved, and sent to the other Cémmission- 
ers. We went together,,and were handsomely addressed, | first by the 
youngmen. ‘I'he speaker is a son of old Custalogo; the other, brother 


to Pacanchichiles. _He said he, was ordered to tell us that it gave them | 


great pleasure, when they met Winganum—that he had .chased away 
their doubts, and they now come on with satisfaction, to tell the Com- 
missioners their, pipes are empty—that they want a little corn and. to- 
bacco, which they hope we will send them _ That.they hope to be with 
us in four days, if the weather is such that they can travel, which is at 
present: very, bad, snowing and hailing excessively. He said they felt 
happy to find so good a road opened, that they find nothing in their way, 
as they had been told by the emissaries of the British, and they would 
be happy it was in their power immediately to take us by the hand; but 
that we must consider this as shaking hands with us till they arrive.— 
He. then paid Pipe a great compliment, telling him the chiefs saw-they 
had been in the dark till they met his message and advice ;. that now 


their eyes.are opened, that he had given them their usual good sense | 


again, of which.they had-been long depriyed by washing. the brains of 
the head men. They, got-a little drink, and went home to their camp, 


The Shawnese sent word they wished to dance; that if.it be fair they 


will be in.to-morrow. , We told them we shall be glad to see them danee, |; 


but expect they will be very careful of the:conduct. of, their young men 
whilst abont the garrison. 
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The Delawares, with Pacanchichiles, arrived at the Delaware camp. 
This morning early, the Pipe, a chief of the Delawares, came in and 
informed us that the strange chief Pacanchichiles, or Iskittapiecica in 
Shawnese, with others, were at hand,'and would salute us, on which we 
ordered the usual salute of three platoons to return it. 


When they advanced, this piece. of ceremony was performed, and our 
messengers ‘showed them into the. Couucil-house, on which the flag of 
the ‘U, S,.is kept displayed. . When they were all seated, the Commis- 
sioners :wére, notified,’ and went 4o,the Council-house with the officers. 
After being seated, .Packanchichiles rose and spoke. His first address 
was to the Great Spirit, returning thanks for the preservation of his own 
and Gen. Clark’s life through the war, and for putting it once more in 
their power. to see each other, adding that he felt very happy atthe pros- 
pect which, now.opened to his view, and thanked God for'giving us this 
great day to.meet and declare. the -pleasure he felt. That-now he felt 
the advantages his nation;may experience, by the good work his Kings 
have been transacting with fhe Commissioners of the. United’ States; 
that he is.determined’\to support it with all his endeavor, and recom- 
mended. to Gen. Clark, as a warrior, to assist on our part, with much more 
of the same purport. Gen. Clark told him he was glad to see him, and 
advised him to. be strong and:sincere in his declaration. 

The old chief called Tetapaxicca, then spoke ,;much.to the same ‘pur- 
port to.the Commissioners. 

We then spoke, and told them ‘we had. long waited in expectation of 
their arrival and the Western nations. That. we had been informed that 
the big Cat and the Council-door had ‘been left for the-purpose of bringing 
either them or their answer; that as the’Cat has nowi\arrived,,we expect 
to hear every matter respecting these nations.; That we were glad to 
see them, and welcomed them to th‘s council fire. 

The Cat then spoke, and in a very artful manner told us that a depu- 
tation of the Twightwees, and other Wabash and Miami Indians, had 
come to a town of the Mohikans, on the White river, on their ‘Way to the 
treaty—that they were asked where they were going. ‘They answered, 
to the mouth of Miami, where. they were called to attend avtreaty with 
the thirteen fires. ‘That the Mohickans told them to take that tomahawk 
and settle their business with it; on which a. chief of the: Mohickans 
called Hairy Thighs, told them they were fools to receive a hatchet that 
their grand-fathers, meaning the Delawares, .had gone to the council 
fire of the United States, and that they should’also go.and hear what the 
13 fires had.to say to them and the other nations; on which. they threw 
down the hatchet, and proceeded to the Shawnee towns, where, they re- 
ceived such advice’and accounts from Detroit as put them: back. 

We then asked the Big Cat who had given the tomahawk to the Mo- 
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hickans. He answered the Shawrese; on which we broke wp Council 
for the day. 

















Sunday, Jan. 22d. 


This day produced very little—it seemed spent in great silence and 
quiets All parties in suspense of the issue of the present treaty. 


Monday, Jan. 23d. 


Mr. Sappington, who lives at the station below this post, waited on 
the Commissioners, and gave information, on oath, that one Mr. Craig, a 
Surveyor, had, on Saturday last, informed him that about 6 days before, 
at which time he left Lexington, there were several parties collecting and 
preparing to go to the falls of the Ohio, at which place they are to rendez- 
vouz, and cross the Ohio, thence to proceed about 40 miles north of the 
mouth of the Miami, on the road to the Shawnee towns, in order to at- 
tack these people on their return from the treaty, and to take all their 
horses, &c. I wrote to the magistrates and other gentlemen at the falls 
of Ohio, by Mr. Sappington, who went express, giving them full infor- 
mation of the above, and requesting their intervention to prevent the 
evils which must ensue. 

Tuesday, Jan. 24th. 


The Chiefs of the Wyandots and Delawares attended in council ; ex- 
plained to them clearly the treaty with Great Britain; showed them the 
boundary between their subjects, and the U. S. citizens ; also, the treaty 
of Fort McIntosh with the United States and their nation, clearly delinea- 
ting the boundary line, which they acknowledged gave them great satis- 
faction. Had an address from one of their chiefs, expressing their full 
satisfaction with the treaty. We told them our Surveyors would be out 
in the spring, that some of their sensible men and young men should at- 
tend them, to see that we do not pass the described bounds, and advised 
them to collect their nations within their own territory; by doing which 
they would have their people more compact, and the inftuence of their 
head men of course greater. All which seemed to give them pleasure ; 
it also cleared the Pipe of the opinion they had formed of his having sold 
the lands to the U. S. 

Wednesday, Jan. 25th. 

The Commissioners met and settled the plan, for opening the treaty 
with the Shawnese Indians, on which I was requested to draw up @ 
speech, which was done. 

Thursday, Jan. 26th. 

The speech being prepared, was laid before the Board of Commission- 
‘ers ; some few alterations being made, was agreed to. 

Tne chiefs of the Shawnese were at the council, and the speech read 
and explained to them. 

Friday, Jan. Zith. 


The Shawnese chiefs requested a private conference. Having met 
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them, they recapitulated the speech, in order to be fully satisfied that 
they understood it, which we found they did. On our informing 
them so, they replied they were fully convinced our observations were 
just—that they had been led into folly by the British-that they were 
sensible they had done wrong, but they hoped for pity from the 13 fires, 
and that they hoped these things would be forgotten. 


They then took up the story of the Big Cat, the Delaware chief.— 
This they declare to be totally false, and stated that the Weachtinos 
‘and Miamies had sent people to the town, but that they had not turned 
back. They say these people were sent by their nation to them to know 
if a treaty was carrying on, which they informed them fully. These 
deputies told them that they had no directions to go to it, as they had 
heard some things in their towns that such an event was to take place, 
that they would now return and inform their chiefs, and they might act 
as they thought proper; but that some of the British people had been 
very busy among them, and advised them to stay at home and not attend 
the treaty. 

Saturday, Jan, 28th. 

The chiefs and young people and women of the Shawnese were called 
to public council, all of the chiefs of the Wyandots and Delawares, with 
Packanchichiles, and chiefs of the last mentioned nations. The Com- 
missioners sent for the Shawnese chiefs, and had a private conference on 
the nature of the speech, and their intention for framing it in this man- 
ner. That by putting their young men in mind of the ills they have 
done, and danger to which they have exposed their nation, it will havea 
tendency to induce them to listen to the advice of their chiefs, and give 
weight to that advice. ‘This done, we went into council, which was very 
full. 


Tetapaxica, a Delaware chief, addressed the Commissioners and the 
Shawnese, stating the good work which we were upon, and admonished 
each party to go on with it in temper, and hasten it to a happy conclu- 
sion. He then addressed Packanchichiles, and gave a very handsome 
complimentary account of his conduct on being informed of the terms 
and principles on which the peace between the U. 8. and his nation 
were founded, and advised the head warriors of the Shawnese to be strong 
and follow his example. That he had laid down the hatchet, and wauld 


never more take it up. 


After he had concluded I began the address, and went through it 
clearly ; I also went into an explanation, or rather recapitulation of their 
breach of all the treaties which they had made with the United 
States; the mischiefs they have done to our citizens; the distress they 
had involved their nation in by ther conduct, and that they were now 
left to the mercy of the United States, which they may yet experience if 
their conduct can convince us of their determination to live in peace 
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for the future. We than sland, and required their answer, which was 
promised when they considered what we had said. 
Sunday, Jan. 29th. 


The Shawnese informed us they will give us their atiswer to-day ; on 


| which the Wyandot and Delaware chiefs were called, the whole collected, 


masterly manner, ‘recapitulating the substance of our address, acknowl- 


' 
and Kekewellethy, a Shawnee Captain, spoke’'in a very clear and 
| edging the/truths which we related, and advising his young men to be 


| attentive, that they might remember 1t—and hoped we would forget all’ 


that was, passed ; he told us we should have our flesh and. blood, that 
| three tof their principle people (warriors) should go to to. the towns and 


| collect them every one, and bring them ; that they had three here which | 
|| they would take: back to collect the others, and bring them all together; 


| he added that he was a warrior, that the warriors had done the mischief, 
and. they should restore as much: as possible the prisoners ;.that they 


to them ; that it is all true, and we have taken pains to prove it ta them, 


and they .perfeetly believe it; that they hoped what we have said would 
not be from our lips only, but from our hearts—that this is their deter- 


er our, blood and bury the hatchet, that, there shall be no war. 
cluded on the article of treaty,.which they requested:Gren. Parsons to 


| draw up, to which he agreed. 
John Harris then spoke. 


deep, and covered over your blood. They have promised to’ cdllect and 


.| bring in your flesh and’blood, and to deliver them up to you’ 18° fires: 


| We now request that you will also lay down tho hatchet, bury it deep, 
let ‘no sharp weapon remain in your hands. | You told’us that our fath# 
ers once lived in friendship; we wish you to ‘recollect that friendship 


old. 


He then produced a large belt and a road belt.' These belts I only 
show ‘you that it may bring the friendship which has been mentioned 
fresh to your memories: These are'belts'which our kings have kept by 
them.’ They are the belts received from the 13 fires at the beginning’ of 
the war; andalthough some of our young people have’ been led astray 
by the evil advice‘of the British, and have done you much mischief, our 
kings never gave their consent or advice for the war, but have sat still 
as they promised ; they have also kept the road belt, and although’ the 
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brothers of the 13 fires. Harken to my words: You have heard what | 
our captains and’ warriors have said. They have’ buried’ out’ hatchet | 


again, and let it beas gréat between us as it hath been’ betweeti them of | 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| | 
| . The council:being over; the Commissioners. met. in council, and con- | 
| 

|  Grand-Fathérs:—The Delawares, young brothers, the Wycndots are | 








attended fully to what we had said respecting the conduct of the British || 


mination, that God sees our actions, and hears our mutual promises, and | 
they hoped whateyer may be now done, shall last forever ; that they cov- || 
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road has been stopped for some time, we have now wiped it clean, and 
nothing shall stop it in future, and that they will still hold fast these belts. 
ity Monday, Jan. 80th, 

The Commissioners met and examined the articles, which being ap- 
proved, the chiefs of the Shawnese were sent for, and the whole explain- 
ed fully to:them; also the boundary line which we first proposed. This 
not pleasing, they complaining that we were putting them.to live on 
ponds, and leaving them no land to live or raise corn on. This being 
found to be the case, on inquiry, we agreed to enlarge the boundary from 
a branch tothe main of the Miami river, and joining on the south-west 
corner of the lands of the Wyandots and Delawares. This did not seem 
fully to satisfy, but we would go no further 

The whole of the chiefs of the W yandot, ‘Delaware, and Shawnese 
nations being collected, the Commissioners went to Council. All being 
seated, the Commissioners spoke as follows: 

Chiefs, &¢.,.—We have listened attentively to your speech of yester- 
day, and considered every part thereof. Your professions and declara- 
tions to coricur with us in completing the work of peace pleases us. 
We will do every thing which is just, on our part, and the Great Spirit 
sees our actions ; our declarations are from our hearts, and not from our 
lips only. We are glad to see that your eyes are open to your interest, 
aid that You understand us fully, that you are sensible who led you as- 
tray, plunged your nation into error and distress, and left you without a 
friend, and that you are determined in future to shut your ears agaitist 
their evil counsellors, You tell us that the evils of the war sprung from 
the warriors, and not ftom your kings, and that the Warriors must make 
us all the repatation in their power; that you have ‘appointed three of 
them to collect and britg our people to this place, and give them up.— 
Your proposals, so far, please us. It is a mark of your sincerity, and we 
advise you to be strong, that the thoughts of past injuries may be forgot- 


' ten; and that what we conclude at this council fire may last forever, 


and each become great atid happy. Nothing will tend to effect this 
more than a cheerful compliance, on your part, with the articles of treaty 
Which we shall propose, ard speedy return of our people. This will 
dry the tears of sorrow from the eyes of our women, and appease the an- 
ger of out men. We ate sorry to find one of your proposals such as we 
cannot comply with. It is that of your taking back the three of our pris- 
ofters which you have here. These must be immediately given to us, 
and the most speedy and effectual measures taken by you to bring in all 
the others, white and black, to this place, without fail. 

Chiefs, &c..-We have shewn you the situation in which you stand 
with the United States. This you say you understand clearly, and that 
you are sensible of the truth and justice of all we have said: It there- 
fore only remains for us to tell you the terms on which the United 
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States will grant you peace, and receive your natior into friendship and 
protection. ‘These are the articles of treaty: 

Ist. Three hostages to remain till all our prisoners, white and black, 
are delivered, who are in your ration, &c. 

2d. The Shawnese acknowledge the United States have the sole and 
absolute sovereignty of the whole country ceded by the King of Great 
Britain, &c. 

3d. Any Indian who may commit a murder or robbery on a citizen of 
the U. S. shall be given up to be punished by the laws of the U.S. 
Any citizen who may commit the like on an Indian, to be punished by 
the laws of the U.S., &c. 

4th. The Shawnese having knowledge of a war being waged by any | 
Indian nation, shall give information thereof, or be considered enemies. 
The United States the same obligation. 

5th. The U.S. grant peace, and receive into protection, &c. 

6th. The U. S. grant to the Shawnese lands on the west of the main 
branch of the Miami, &c., as described. 














7th. Any citizen presuming to settle on the lands assigned to the In- 
dians, is out of the protection of the U. S., &c. 

The chiefs and people being collected, the Commissioners, Officers, 
civil and military, the chiefs and warriors of the Shawnese, the chiefs of 
the Wyandots and Delawares, the business was opened by a head Cap- 
tain of the Shawnese, Kekewepellethy, he recapitulated the speech 
and articles of treaty, and explained them to the whole, He then ad- 
dressed, the Commisioners: 

Brothers: By what you have said to us yesterday, we expected every 
thing past would be forgotten; that our proposals for collecting the pris- 











oners were satisfactory, and that we would have been placed on the same 
footing as before the war. To-day you denrand hostages till your pris 
oners-are returned. You next say you will divide the lands. I now tell 
you it is not the custom of the Shawnese to give hostages, our words are 
to be believed, when we say a thing we stand to it, we are Shawnese— 
and as to the lands, God gave us this country, we do not understand 
measuring out the lands, it isall ours. You say you have goods for our 
women and children; you may keep your goods, and give them to the 
other nations, we will have none of them. Brothers, you seem to grow 
proud, because you have thrown down the King of England ; and as we 
feel sorry for our past faults, you rise in your demands onus. This we 
think hard. You need not doubt our words ; what we have promised we 
will perform. We told you we had appointed three good men of our | 
nation to go to the towns and collect your flesh and blood ; they shall be 
brought in. We have never given hostages, and we will not comply with 
this demand. A black string. 

, The Commissioners conferred a short time on this answer, and resolved 
they would not recede from any of the articles, considering them just and 
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as liberal as the interests of the U.S. would admit of. Whereupon, I 
addressed them in this short manner: 


Shawnese--You have addressed us with great warmth. We think 
the answer‘unwise and ungrateful; and in return for just and generous 
proposals, you have not only given us improper language, but asserted 
the greatest falsehoods. You say you cannot give hostages for the per- 
formances of your promises, as it is contrary to your usages, and that you 
never break your word. Have you forgotten your breach of treaties in 
the beginning of the late war with Britain, between the United States 
and your chiefs, in "75 and 762 Do you think us ignorant of those trea- 
ties? Do you think we have forgotten the burning of our towns, the 
murder and captivity of our people in consequence of your perfidy, .or 
have you forgotten them? Don’t you remember when Col. Boquet came 
to Tuscarawas, that you there gave hostages?’ Do you forget that you 
gave hostages to Lord Dunmore?’ Do you forget that when he. had 
agreed to send people to collect the prisoners, that they had like to have 
been murdered in your towns? Recollect, and you might know that 
these are truths. You gave to both of these great men hostages for the 
performance of your promises; and even under that engagement, you 
paid so little regard to your faith, which you had pledged, that it was 
with difficulty our people got from amongst you; and although you had 
promised to do the business yourselves, you did not even attempt to pro- 
tect these men who went to assist you. We know these things to be 
truths, with much more we could relate, equally aggravating. You can- 
not, therefore, expect we will believe you; I tell you we cannot believe 
‘you, or rely on your words; and the burning the houses of our people, 
and barbarously ravaging our frontier, besides the repeated violations of 
treaties of the most sacred nature. Are your barbarous murders, and the 
cruelty shown our prisoners, marks of your fidelity, or proofs of your 
pacific disposition, or a desire of enjoying the blessings of peace in com- 
mon with us. I say, they are not. These are the gifts of heaven, and 
they cannot be enjoyed under such circumstances. You joined the 
British King against us, and followed his fortunes; we have overcome 
him, he has cast you off, and given us your country ; and ;Congress, in 
bounty and mercy, offer you country and peace. We have told you the 
terms on which you shall have it; these terms ‘we will not alter, they 
are liberal, they are just, and we will not depart from them; we now tell 
you, if you have been so unfortunate and unwise as to"determine and ad- 
here to what you have said, and to refuse the terms we have offered to 
give to your nation peace, friendship, and protection, you may depart 
in peace; you shal] have provisions to take you to your towns, and no 
man shal) touch. you for eight days after this day; but after that time js 
expired, be assured that we shall consider ourselves freed from all the 
ties of protection to you, and you may depend the U. S. will take the 


_ most effectual measures to protect their citizens, and to distress your ob- 
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stinate nation. It rests now with you, the destruction of your women 
and children, or their future happiness, depends on your present choice. 
Peace or war is in your power; make your choice like men, and judge 
for yourselves. We shall only add this: had you judged as it is your in- 
terest to do, you would have considered us as your friends, and followed 
our counsel; but if you choose to follow the opinion which you have ex- 
pressed, you are guided either by evil counsel or rashness, and are 
blinded. We plainly tell you that this country belongs to the United 
States—their blood hath defended it, and will forever protect it, Their 
proposals are liberal and just; and you instead of acting as you have 
done, and instead of persisting in your folly, should be thankful for the 
forgiveness and offers of kindness of the United States, instead of the 
sentiments which this string imparts, and the manner in which you have 
delivered it. We shall not receive it or any other from you in any such 
way. ({ then took it up and dashed it on the table.) We therefore 
leave you to consider of what kath been said, and to determine as you 
please. 

We then left them, and threw down a black and white string. In the 
afternoon, the Shawnese sent a message requesting we would attend in 


the Council-house ; on which, we went in. MKekewepellethe then arose | 


and spoke as follows: 
Brothers, the 13 Fires--We feel sorry that a mistake has caused you 


| to be displeased at us this morning. You must have misunderstood us. 


We told you yesterday that three of our men were to go off immediately 
to collect your flesh and blood; we had also appointed persons.to remain 
with you till this is performed ; they are here and shall stay with you. 
Brethren, our people are sensible of the truths you have toldthem. You 
have every thing in your power—you are great, and we see you own all 
the coyntry ; we therefore hope, as you have every thing in your power, 
that you will take pity on our women and children. , Brothers,.every- 
thing shall be as you wish; we came here to do that which is,good, and 
we agree to all you have proposed, and hope, in future, we shall both en- 
joy peace, and be secure. (A white string.) 

The Commissioners then told them they were glad to find they had re- 
consideted their speech, and rectified the mistake, and that their sensible 
men had considered the good of their nation, and were likely to acta 
proper and prudent part, which alone can secure the friendship of the 
United States, and give their nation peace. (A white string.) 

The Half-king of the Wyandots then rose and addressed the Commis- 
sioners and Shawnese. 


Brothers:—I feel pleased and happy that the disagreeable’ difference 
which arose between you 1s now settled, I hope you will now conclude 
a peace which shall last forever between the United States and the 
Shawnese, and that you may both be as brothers. (A string:) 

The council then broke up. It was worthy of observation’tb sée the 
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different degiees of agitation which appeared in the young Indians, at the 
delivery of Kekewapellathe’s speech ; they appeared raised and ready 
for war; on the speech I spoke they appeared rather distressed and 
chagrined by the contrast of the speeches, and convinced of the futility 
of their arguments. 

(To be concluded in the next number.) 
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Note.—We have no doubt that this account of the speech in reply to 
Kekewepellethy, the Shawnese, will greatly surprise many of our read- 
ers. Gen. Clark is so commonly regarded as the principal actor in that 
striking incident, that our publication will by some persons, be viewed as 
an attempt to do him injustice. We certainly have no bias in the case ; 
we have long admired the daring and enterprising spirit of the conqueror 
of the Ilinois country ; and would be loth, indeed, todeprive him of a single 
laurel. But let us do justice, though the heavens should fall.’ Clarke 
had earned glory enough, without filching one particle from his equally 
gallant fellow Commissioner, Richard Butler. {t would, in fact, be cast- 
ing a stigma upon the memory of Clarke, to suppose that he had ever 
given any countenance to the story which assigned to him the decisive 
reply to the Shawnese chief. 

Gen. Clarke died in February, 1817, and the first account of this in- 
cident which we have ever seen, was in the Encyclopedia Americana, 
published in 1830. It says, it is true that the “anecdote is related ina work 
published not very long since, called “Notes of an Old Officer.” It does 
not say when or where these “Notes’’ were published; nor does it ap- 
pear that the “Notes” were written while the transaction’ was fresh in 
memory, or even that they were written at all by the officer himself. 
Indeed there are so many glaring errors in the narrative, that it is in- 
credible that it could have been written or dictated, while the transaction 
was recent. 

We will only notice a few of these inaccuracies. It states that there 
were three hundred Shawnese warriors at the Council on that occasion ; 
while Gen. Butler, in his unpretending narrative. written probably on 
the night of that day, gives the precise number of men, women, and 
children, Wyandots, Delawares, Shawnese, and all, at only 418. The 
narrative styles Clarke the “Commissary General;”’ certainly he held no 
such office, bore no such title, and could not have been so styled by any 
intelligent person, of sound memory, who was present atthe treaty. He 
was a fellow Commissioner of Butler and Parsons, and nothing more, 

It is also stated in the same article that the treaty was held at Fort 
Washington. This is certainly incorrect, and no person who was pres- 
ent could possibly have made such a mistake, while the transaction was 
of recent occurfence., The treaty was not held at Fort sin eee 
(now Cincinnati;) but at the Mouth of the Miami, twenty miles below. 
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Fort Washington was in fact not laid out until 1789, three years after 
the treaty. 

The account of Gen. Butler is plain, direct, and unpretending ; there 
is no boast about it. It is written just as his journals through the Revo- 
lutionary War (all of which we have read,) were written. . It states all 
occurrences briefly, and in a style worthy the gallant soldier, who was 
called by Lee, a competent judge of military merit, “the renowned sec- 
ond and rival of Morgan at Saratoga,’”’ who was the second of Wayne at 
Stoney point, who took an active part in suppressing the mutiny of the 
Pennsylvania line in 1781, who was present and aided in the siege of 
Yorktown, and thus had the good fortune to witness the surrender of two 
British armies, those of Burgoyne and Cornwallis. 

Gen. Washington, in a letter to the Marquis de la Fayette, dated 10th 
January, 1788, has the following paragraph: : 








“It is with great pleasure I transmit to you by this conveyance, a vo- | 
cabulary of the Shawnese and Delaware languages. Your perfect ac- || 
quaintance with Gen. Richard Butler, the same worthy officer who serv- | 
ed under your orders, and who has taken the ‘trouble to compile them, 
supercedes the necessity of my saying anything in support of their vera- 
city and correctness.” 

Surely, under all the circumstances, and with such a testimonial in | 
favor of the character of that gallant soldier, it would be blindness to re- | 
ject his narrative, written at the time of the incident, and accept another 1 
account, written we know not when‘nor by whom. i 

Knowing, as -we do, that General Butler did keep a diary of every | 
day’s proceedings, commencing even as early as his hunting and trading || 
expedition to Vincennes, in 1772; we have no doubt that his account of || s 

















the transactions at the mouth of the Miami were written immediately after | tc 
their occurrence. W hat possible inducement, then, could he have for mis- || - 
stating matters, even supposing him capable of misrepresentation? He | o 
| could not deceive himself, and it would certainly be no gratification, eyen | 
| to,,his own vanity, to write down a fale of self-laudation, which, if false, he | | 
| would not dare to. make pyblic ; and which, indeed, never has been pub- | 
| lished until now, .more,than a half a century after his death, and more | 
than sixty: years after the occurrences took place. 1 in 
The author of the article in the Encyclopedia is certainly inion in | } is 
| several points in his narrative ; but whether those mistakes originated in || } tie 
the “Notes of an Old Officer,” or were made by the copyist, we know | | joc 
not. If made by the former, no confidence can be placed in his state- } at 
ment, beeanse he might just as readily call Butler, Clarke, as the «Mouth } |! tho 
of the Miami, Fort Washington;” and the copyist who has made one | | W. 
| mistake, may have made another. | | had 
To call in question the correctness of Gen. Butler’s narrative, is 0 | | the 
chdtge him with deliberate falsehood ; while doubting the other state- i | the 
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ment only supposes that the memory of an “Old Officer” may have 
failed, or that the author of the article in the Encyclopedia may have 
made more than one mistake. 


To enable our readers to judge for themselves, we publish the accoutit 
in the Encyclopedia Americana. 


“The following anecdote is related of Clarke, in a’ work published not 
very long since, called “Notes of ay Old Offcer.”. “The Indians came 
into the treaty at Fort Washington in the most friendly manner, except 
the Shawahanees, the most conceited and warlike of the aborigines, the 
first in at a battle, the last at a treaty Three hundred of their finest 
warriors, set off in all their paint and feathers, and filed into the council- 
house. “(heir number and demeanor, so unusual ‘at an occasion of this 
sort, was altogether unexpected and suspicious. The U. 8. Stockade 
mustered 70 men, Inthe centre of the hall, at a little table, sat: the 
commissary-general Clarke, the indefatigable scourge of these very ma- 
rauders, Gen. Richard Butler and Mr. Parsons. There was‘also present 
a Captain Denny, who, I believe, is still alive, and can attest this, story. 
On the ‘part of the Indians, an old council-sachem aff a war-chief took 
the lead. The latter a tall, raw-boned fellow, with an impudent and vil- 
lainous look, made’‘a boisterous and threatening speech, which operated 
effectually on the passions of the Indians, who sent up a prodigious whoop 
at every pause. He concluded by presenting a black and white wam- 
pum, to signify they were prepared for either event, peace or war.— 
Clarke exhibited the same unaltered and careless countenance he had 
shown during the whole scene, his head leaning on his left hand, and his 
elbow resting on the table. He raised his little cane, and pushed the 
sacred wampum off the table, with very little ceremony. Every Indian, 
at the same time, started from his seat with one of those sudden, simul- 
taneous, and peculiarly savage sounds, which startle and disconcert the 
stoutest heart, and can neither be described nor forgotten. At this junc- 
ture Clarke rose. The scrutinizing eye cowered at his glante., He 
stamped his foot on the prostrate and insulted symbol, and ordered them 
to leave the hall. .They did so, apparently involuntarily. They were 
heard all that night debating in the bushes near the fort. The raw- 
boned chief was for war, the old sachem for peace. The latter prevailed, 
and the next morning they came back and sued for peace.” 


DO I Own OO 


DEATH OF GEN. PARSONS. 


During the winter of 1845—6, which the editor spent at Harrisburg, 
in the very interesting and profitable employment of a borer, he had oc- 
casion to visit Philadelphia, While there, he fell one day in conversa- 
tion with Chief Justice Gibson, who once resided at Beaver, on the sub- 


| ject of the Olden Time, and in the course of it, that gentleman inquired 
| whether we had ever heard of the death of a high officer, (British, he 


thought,) by drowning, at the Falls of the Big Beaver, many years ago? 
We replied we bad never heard of it. He was sure such an accident 


|| had happened, but he had no tecollection of the name of the sufferer at 
| the time. Since then, we had made diligent inquiry, but could not get 


the slightest information on the subject. One gentleman only recollected 
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having some thirty years go, heard it stated that a distinguished officer 
had been drowned at the place before mentioned. Under these circum- 
stances, we had almost abandoned the subject in despir ; when, in look- 
ing over the papers of Gen. Irvine, we came across one which removed 
all doubt as to the correctness of Judge Gibson’s belief that such att acci- 
dent had happened. The sufferer, however, was not a British officer, 
but Gen. Samuel W. Parsons, of Connecticut, a Revolttionary officer, 
and one of the Commissioners who held the Treaty with the Indians at 
the mouth of the Miami. It excited in our mind some painful thoughts, 
that a man who had faithfully served his country during our long strug- 
gle for Independence, should miserably perish, and yet that catastrophe 
be utterly forgotten within a half a century. 

Extract of a letter from Gen. Richard Butler to Gen. Irvine, dated 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 25th, 1789: 

“I am sorry to inform you that I have every reason to fear our old 
friend Gen. Parggns is no more. He left this place in company with 
Capt. Hart, (who is sent to explore the communication by the way of 
Beaver creek to Cuyahogo and the lake,) on the 5th inst., in order to see 
the Salt Springs, and from whence’ he had returned, and was coming 
down Beaver creek in a canoe. On Tuesday, the 17th inst., he had sent 
a man with his horses from the place where he had encamped the night 
before, and directed him to tell Lieut. McDowel, who commanded the 
Block-house below the Falls of Beaver, that he (Gen. Parsons,) would be 
there to dinner. A snow had fallen in the night, which retarded the 
progress of the man with the horses. Atone place on the Beaver shore, 
he saw where a canoe had landed, and a. person got out to warm his feet 
by walking about, as he saw where he had kicked against the trees, and 
then tracks to the canoe again. The man did not get down till evening, 
but about noon, the canoe, broken in pieces, came by the Block-house, 
and some articles known to belong to Gen. Parsons were taken up, and 
others seen to. pass. Lieut. McDowell had diligent search made for the 
body of the General, but made no discovery. There was one man with 
a broken leg in the canoe with the General, who was also lost.” 

Subsequent letters remove all doubts as to the fact of the death of Gen. 
Parsons, as above stated. 
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